
 

 

The Christian Church of Midland Exists to Make More and Better Disciples 

Saved By A Stick 

An extended Christmas vacation that was - or is - a Jr. High School boys’ dream.  The vacation extended from the week 

before Christmas until the last week of January.  Jr. High boys don’t care that the days that they missed in January had to 

be made up in June, they were free now.  Now is the only time that matters. 

The blizzard and extreme cold weather that extended their Christmas break also kept them cooped up in their houses.  This, 

once in a lifetime, cold snap happened before video games, cell phones, and I-pads.  Cable T.V. was the rage then and 

most cable packages had thirteen channels. But, Jr. High boys didn’t like game shows and soap operas that filled the T.V. 

screen so it was board games, solitaire, flip football, or reading - who wants to read?  So cabin fever set in fast. 

Cabin fever for Jr. High boys is like solitary confinement to a prisoner.  Days full of boredom waiting for the next meal.  

They can’t use the phone because their sisters are always talking to their friends - usually about the same stuff - what they 

will wear when they go back to school, who the cutest boys are in school, who will ask them to the prom - important stuff 

to girls but not to Jr. High boys.  So the Jr. High boys are stuck in an endless cycle of boredom...until the six- o’clock 

news. 

The Six O’clock news was something the parents watched while the children cleaned the kitchen and washed the dishes - 

dish washers were not in every home - in those days dishwashers were born.  Sometimes Jr. High boys thought the reason 

they were born was to do dishes and mow the lawn.  During the extended Christmas vacation the Six O’clock news was 

the information hub, a place were an older man with a deep voice, a younger woman with a pretty smile, and the most im-

portant man to Jr. High boys, the weather man, covered the news - the important news - weather and school closings.  They 

had not been to school for over a month and that was great but, Larry hadn’t seen his buddies for over two weeks!  That’s a 

lifetime for Jr. High boys.  The last time he and his friends were together they hatched a plan.  The weather man’s report 

could or could not set the plan in motion. 

The family gathered around the T.V. anxious about the news.  Dad was frustrated because he had to run a trouble light to 

the car to keep it from freezing and that raised the electric bill.  The drive to work was usually fifteen minutes but because 

of the icy roads, the drive could take over thirty minutes and that used more gasoline.  Mom needed to get to the grocery 

store but the storm kept the grocery trucks from running.  Besides that, the store was closing early, before dad got home.  

Jr. High boys didn’t worry about that because that was “grown up stuff.”  

The part of the Six O’clock news that Larry had waited for - school closings and weather was next.  It was music to his 

ears when the list of closed schools was announced and posted for all to see.   It’s official, no school tomorrow.  Even bet-

ter news, the cold front was moving out and it would warm up tomorrow.  It’s going to reach 30-35 degrees.  No school 

and he gets to go outside!  Larry and his buddies had it planned in advance.  The first day they could they would meet at 

Snyder Hill and go sleigh riding.  One more night and then freedom! 

Continued in September … Till then 

See you Sunday with a friend, 
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Sunday Morning Worship  
Nursery Helpers 

1st Sunday - Faye Molone  

2nd Sunday - Need Someone  

3rd Sunday - Christy Reynolds 

4th Sunday - Liz Richmond 

5th Sunday - Linda Bradshaw  

 

3 years - 2nd grade Children’s Worship 
Teacher & Helper 

1st Sunday - Kay Soderstrom - Need Helper 

2nd Sunday - Marsha Brown - Molly Robles 

3rd Sunday - Liz Richmond - Camille Reynolds 

4th Sunday - Marsha Brown - Lisa Knisley 

5th Sunday - Dawn Handley - Molly Robles 

 

Dates:  July 9—August 6 

Location: The Sanctuary 

Instructor: Steve Knisley 
 

Selected topics from the class. We will study a variety of topics, subjects, and characters that have          

interested and/or puzzled us. We still have room for you. 
 

 

Dates: July 23 - September 25 

Location: The Parlor 

Instructor: Jim O’Banion  
 

A young church in a big, pagan city, the Corinthian Christians faced challenges to their faith at 

every turn. Social pressure, temptations of the old lifestyle, conflict with fellow Christians, and 

cultural beliefs that impacted the church. Let’s study how we face the same challenges and how 

we can overcome them today. 
 

Dates:  Begins August 20  

Location: The Sanctuary 

Instructor: Steve Knisley 

 

Genesis is the first book of the Bible, the first book of the Christian Old Testament, and the first book of 

the  Pentateuch. As such, it provides the foundation upon which the rest of the Scripture builds both  

historically and theologically. We will study the book of beginnings and see the strange stories in context. 

Predestination, Chosen, Spiritual Depravity, The fiery arrows of Satan, Armor, 

Prayer, and that’s just the beginning of subjects that we will study this summer! 
 

Ephesians teaches that we are saved by grace through faith! We do not earn our 

salvation – it is a gift of God. God saved us so that He can work through us.  

Simply put, God gives it; man lives it.  But, how does He equip us?  This summer 

we will learn how to become equipped for God’s service so that we can better 

serve Him. 

 

Ages 3-5 - Jesus and Me 

Location: Heritage Annex,  

Leader: Kay Soderstrom 
 

1-3 grade - Life of Jesus  

Location: Room 4,  

Leader: Sue O’Banion 
 

4-6 grade - God’s Care for Us 

Location:  Room 5,  

Leader: Meghan O’Banion 
 

Jr. High and High School 

   Location: Room 2,  

Leader: Samantha Lozano 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiNr9mpwN7UAhWp44MKHa4SBsMQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fairviewbaptistchurch.ca%2Fseries%2F1-corinthians%2F&psig=AFQjCNGLxwzSL2oAX8qbbZfwBhEsN6dPSw&ust=14986692471
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3 PEOPLE 1 TIME A DAY FOR 6 

DAYS   

Pray For:  Our Relationship 

  Our Conversation 

  Their Response 

Prayer Card 
When we have an emergency, we call 9-1-1.  When we 

want to dig in our yard, we call 8-1-1.  When we need 

information, we call 4-1-1.  This year we want everyone 

who comes to CCM to practice 1-1-1.  At a minimum 

we want you in:  

1 hour of worship each week. 

1 hour of Bible Study each week. 

1 hour of Christian Service each week. 

Elders Meeting 

Tuesday, August 1st @ 6:30 p.m. 

Saturday,  August 12, 2017. Church Under the Bridge, is a ministry outreach to the homeless in Midland. CCM pre-

pares breakfast for the Church Under the Bridge on the 2nd Saturday of each month. Meet at the Church Building at 

8:30 a.m. If you would like to help or have any questions, please contact Cindy Barkley: (432)352-9443 or Marcy 

Schulte: (520) 236-9047.  

Board Meeting  

Tuesday, August 8th @ 6:30 p.m. 

Men’s Breakfast 
Saturday, August 26th at 7:30 a.m.  We will be meeting in the Fellowship Hall. 

Senior Saints Luncheon  

Although I had previously posted we would cancel the senior luncheon for the summer, several people have 

inquired about going out in August.  Therefore, how about Friday, August 4th at 11:00 a.m. and the             

destination will be The Olive Garden. 
 

Carmen and I will be gone during September’s luncheon date, so let me know if you want to schedule it or 

wait until October. 

The Children’s Home of Lubbock 
Sunday, August 13th 

Eric Creel will be here to share with us. 

Couple’s Night Out 
T.B.A. 

We will go to the Escape Room in Odessa. 

CCM & Heritage Workday 

Saturday, August 26th 

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 

Everyone is invited to come help out with ‘sprucing up’ Heritage and CCM before school starts back.  

We will be cleaning out flower beds, washing windows, tidying up the playground at Heritage, etc.  

Please plan to come and get involved.  If you have any yard gloves &/or yard tools to dig weeds and 

grass out of the flowerbeds, please bring them with you.  We will also clean around the CCM buildings. 

Rockhounds Baseball Game 
Thanks to Margaret Ryan, we have free tickets to the Rockhounds baseball game on Friday, August 

18th.  The Rockhounds will be playing the Arkansas Travelers at 7:00PM.  This is probably the 5th       

consecutive year of taking a CCM group to a ballgame.  We have plenty of tickets in section 17 behind 

first base.  There is a sign up sheet at the Welcome Center in the Fellowship Hall or for more information 

contact Bill Thurmon at 432-770-6181. 



 

 

Wednesday Evening ReNew 

6:00 p.m. Meal will be provided every Wednesday 

Bible Study 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
 

 

 

   

 

Dates: Through August 30th 

Location: Fellowship Hall 

Instructors: Jim O’Banion, Dean       

Soderstrom & Steve Knisley 

We will learn the timeline, major 

themes and purpose of the Old  

Testament. 
 

 

Dates: Ongoing  

Location:  Classroom 1 

Instructors:  Rotating 
 

Kids will learn about God, Jesus, and 

other men and women of the Old and 

New Testament. 
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Tuesday Truth Seekers 
Time: Tuesday 9:30 a.m. 

 Location: The Parlor 

 Instructor: Ken Weaver 
 

Do you feel stuck in a spiritual rut? 

Are you constantly battling the same 

temptations? Like Joshua and the 

Israelites, you can move from the 

wilderness into the Promised Land! 

With Lucado's trusted insights, you'll 

stop going through the motions; 

leave fear and worry behind;  

demolish unhealthy mindsets; 

recognize Scripture as the ultimate 

authority; and more.  

 

New Study Beginning  

August 8th 

Time: Tuesday 9:30 a.m. 

 Location: The Parlor 

 Instructor: Ken Weaver 
Car pools and car crashes, job 

changes and joint custody, moves 

and motivations. In the middle of 

the chaos, confusion, and clutter of 

daily life, it can be hard to see the 

bigger picture, to hear a bigger 

story. According to bestselling   

author Max Lucado, there is a    

master plan in place. The great 

promise of the Bible is this: above and around us God directs a 

grand saga, written by his hand, orchestrated by his will,    

unveiled according to his calendar. And we are all a part of it. 

Our lives are crafted narratives written by a great God, who is 

working toward our supreme good. And everything changes 

when we see how our stories fit with God’s. In this 6-session 

video curriculum, viewers will discover that there’s more to 

their story than they ever dreamed.  

Ladies Monthly Meeting 
 

The August Ladies Monthly Meeting will be on  

Monday, August 7th, at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship 

Hall.  Come and enjoy a time of fellowship, find out 

what events are coming up and get involved.   Looking 

forward to seeing you there! A nursery will be available. 

The Children’s Home of Lubbock 

Sunday, September 17th 

Dollar Days 

In September each year they ask their Christian families 

to come together for Dollar Days.  Dollar Days is a   

special collection for groceries for the children.  More 

children than ever are going to the Home for care, so 

they need your help more than ever! 
 

Please help meet the goal on September 17th 
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Plastic Grocery Bags  
We are collecting plastic grocery bags for the Midland Soup Kitchen.  They use the bags for people to take home 

bread and bakery goods that have been donated by H.E.B.  Please put your bags in the plastic containers in the  

Fellowship Hall. 

 Box Tops for Education 
CCM is collecting Box Tops for Education for Cookson Hills, one of the missions supported by The  

Christian Church of Midland.  Cookson Hills provides Christ-Centered residential care, education and  

therapeutic services for at-risk children ages 5-17.  The box tops help provide basic necessities for Cookson Hills. 

Thanks to everyone for their contributions. 

Easy Ways to Help Heritage 
There are 2 easy ways that you can help Heritage Preschool.  You can bring your empty ink cartridges from your 

printer and place them in the basket in the Fellowship Hall.  Dana Roepke will turn these in to Office  Depot.  Also, 

whenever you purchase anything at Office Depot, you can give them Dana Roepke’s home phone number, 687-3726.  

Credit from your purchases and from the ink cartridges that are turned in will be put on a reward card for Heritage to 

use for purchasing items. 

Bags of H.O.P.E. 
(Helping Others Persevere Everyday) 

We are continuing to collect items for the “Bags of Hope” which we are donating to the Church Under the Bridge for 

the homeless in Midland.  Items needed are:  Wet Wipes, Hand Sanitizer, Socks (Men, Women, Children), Gum, 

Shampoo, Lotion, Hairbrushes or Combs, Sunscreen, Chapstick, Q-Tips, Soap, Snacks (ie: peanut butter/Nutella 

snack packs, crackers, soft granola/cereal bars, pudding, fruit cups, Vienna sausages, etc.).  Thank-you for your help 

with this outreach project! 

Church Under the Bridge 
Saturday,  August 12, 2017 Church Under the Bridge is a ministry outreach to the homeless in Midland. CCM will be 

preparing breakfast for the Church Under the Bridge on the 2nd Saturday of each month. Meet at the Church Building 

at 8:30 a.m. If you would like to help or have any questions, please contact Cindy Barkley: (432) 352-9443 or Marcy 

Schulte: (520) 236-9047.  

Refreshments for Sunday Morning 
There is a sign-up sheet on the large bulletin board in the Education Wing for anyone who would like to help provide 

refreshments on Sunday morning during the fellowship time from 9:15 a.m. - 9:30 a.m., prior to Sunday School.  
 

Muffins, donuts, sweet bread, fruit, etc. or any items that you would like to provide would be great. 

   

August 6 - Dawn Handley 

August 13 - Janet Taylor 

August 20 - Marsha Brown 

August 27 - Marcy Schulte 

 

Women’s Conference 
THE FIGHT IS REAL 

“I will fight for you, you need only be still” Exodus 
14:14 

September 15-16, 2017 

Circle 6 

Stanton, TX 

For more information contact  

Dawn Handley at (432) 210-2793 

Wild 
(With In The LORD’S Design!) 

Ephesians 2:10; 14:14 
September 22 - 24, 2017 

Guadalupe Christian Women’s Retreat 

Featuring Guest Speaker: 

Dawn Smith Jordan 
(Christian Singer, Songwriter Author and Speaker) 

Celebrating 40 Years! 
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5 - Brian Schulte 

7 - Meghan O’Banion 

10 - Pam Morphew 

20 - Henry Patke 

20 Lisa Knisley 

We are excited about the upcoming school year, which is right around the corner!  We are looking forward to meeting new 

friends and welcoming back friends from last year.  We are also very excited to have some new teachers joining us this 

year.  Melissa Ellis will be joining us as our Small Group teacher and Jody Blue will be helping with our Extended Care. 

 

Heritage will be having a workday on Saturday, August 26th from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon.  We will be cleaning flower-

beds, the playground, washing windows, etc. to get the school ready for the new year.  We would love to have you come 

and show your support for Heritage by helping with our workday. 

Wednesday Night Live 
CCM’S VBS on August 2, 9 & 16 

Closing Program for Wednesday Night Live  

Sunday, August 20th 

You are invited to a new approach to Vacation Bible School—

Wednesday Night Live— at the Christian Church of Midland.  The first 

three Wednesday evenings of August you are invited to Walk with   

Jesus by the sea, around the mountains , and in the Temple. You will 

enjoy age appropriate snacks, crafts, music, and interactive lessons as 

we learn to Walk with Jesus.   
 

Ages: 3 years  - 6th grade. 

There are several ways to preregister: online at our website, call the 

office, or come by the office.  
 

Parents,  you may attend with your children or leave them with our 

trained, friendly staff.  
 

We look forward to seeing you this August! Remember to register   

today. 

Mission for 

Wednesday Night Live 

The Children’s Home of Lubbock 

Instead of taking up an offering each week we will collect bottles of Body Wash.  Our goal is 

100 bottles for ages 3 years - 18 years. 

23 - Ken & Kay Weaver 
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       Prayer Request 
If you have a prayer request, we would love to pray for 
you!  Members of The Christian Church of Midland are 

available thru e-mail contacts to pray on a moments 
notice.  Please e-mail your request to Becca, the church 

secretary, @ beccam@ccofm.com or call her at  
684-7681.  Becca is in the office Monday - Thursday, 

8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. and Friday 8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.  
For prayer requests on Friday afternoons, evenings and 

weekends, please call Kay Soderstrom @  
432-687-1115 (home) or 432-770-8028 (cell) or you 

may e-mail her at soderstrom21@gmail.com 

August 6 August 13 August 20 August 27 

Meditation 

Communion Prayer 

Closing Prayer 

Jim O’Banion 

Meditation 

Communion Prayer 

Closing Prayer 

Brian Weerstra 

Meditation 

Communion Prayer 

Closing Prayer 

Dean Soderstrom 

Meditation 

Communion Prayer 

Closing Prayer 

Bill Thurmon 

Servers 
**Eddy Willmon 
Cary Richmond 

Quay Clark 
Brad Avery 

 

*Bill Thurmon 
*Bill Reedy 

*Dave Bradley 
*Brian Weerstra 

 

*Team Leader 
**Alternates 

Servers 
      **Alvino Robles 

John Barkley 
Ken Brown 

Richard Reynolds 
 

*Dean Soderstrom 
*Rick Green 

*Brian Schulte 
*Marc Lozano 

 

Servers 
**Bill Thurmon 

Bill Reedy 
Dave Bradley 

 
 

*Cary Richmond 
*Quay Clark 

*Eddy Willmon 
*Brad Avery 

Servers 
**Rick Green 

Dean Soderstrom 
Brian Schulte 

 

 
*John Barkley 
*Ken Brown 

*Richard Reynolds 
*Alvino Robles 

 

For those who are shut-in or unable 

to attend church services, if you     

desire Communion, please contact the 

church office and we will make      

arrangements to have  Communion 

brought to you.   

Communion Preparation   

for August 

August 6th & 13th - Linda Bradshaw 

August 20th & 27th - Marsha Brown 

Greeters for August 
Front Entrance: Bill & Carmen Thurmon 

East Side Entrance: Ken & Kay Weaver 

2017 Communion Meditation List 
 

Important:   If you are not going to be in church 

serving on your meditation week, please trade 

places with another person on the list.  Please 

contact Becca, in the church office, and let her 

know about the change. 
 

The person doing the communion meditation also 

does the communion prayer. 
 

 

 

August  6 - Jim O’Banion 

August 13 - Brian Weerstra 

August 20 - Dean Soderstrom 

August 27 - Bill Thurmon 

TOPS will be meeting at CCM on Thursday evenings.  Our 
weighin is 5:30 to 6:30 pm, meeting 6:30 to 7:30.  TOPS is a 

non-profit weight loss group, very affordable.  We are basically 
a support group for people who would like to lose weight.  We 
have both men and women in our group and would be glad for 

anyone to visit once with no obligation to join.   
For more information  

contact Clara  Gleghorn (432-694-8643) e-mail address  
claragleghorn@outlook.com  

mailto:claragleghorn@outlook.com


 

 

THE  OASIS 
Christian Church  of  Midland 
2608 Neely 
Midland, TX 79705 
432-684-7681 
Website: www.ccofm.com 
Steve Knisley, Minister 

Our Sunday Worship Times Are: 
9:15 a.m. Refreshments &  Fellowship Time    
9:30 a.m. Sunday School             
10:30 a.m. Worship Service 

Page 8 

• The Oasis (USPS 343-950) is published monthly 

Periodical’s postage paid at Midland, Texas 

• By the Christian Church of Midland, 2608 Neely, 

Midland, TX 79705.  Subscriptions are FREE. 

• POSTMASTER:  send address change to THE 

OASIS,  2608 Neely, Midland, TX 79705-7345 

  1 Elder’s Meeting 
6:30 p.m 

2 Wednesday Night 
Live 6:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

3 4  Senior Saints 
Luncheon 

5 

6 Regular  
Service 

7 Visitation 
6:30 p.m./Ladies 
Monthly Meeting 
6:30 p.m. 

8  Adult Bible 
Study/Board Meet-
ing 6:30 p.m. 

9 Wednesday Night 
Live 6:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

10 TOPS 11  12 Church Under the 
Bridge  Breakfast 

13 Eric Creel with 
The Children’s 
Home of Lubbock 

14 Visitation 
6:30 p.m. 

15  Adult Bible 
Study 9:30 a.m. 

16 Wednesday Night 
Live 6:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

17 TOPS 18 Rockhounds 
Baseball Game 

19  

20 Wednesday 
Night Live Closing 
10:30  a.m. Service 
 

21 Visitation 
6:30 p.m. 

22 Adult Bible 
Study 9:30 a.m. 

23 6:00 p.m. ReNew 
Meal  6:30 p.m.  
Explorations Study, 
Youth Class & 
Childcare 

24 TOPS 25  26 Men’s Breakfast 
7:30 a.m./CCM & 
Heritage Workday 
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 
Noon 

27 Regular 
Service 

28 Visitation 
6:30 p.m. 
 
 
 

29 Adult Bible 
Study 9:30 a.m. 

30 6:00 p.m. ReNew 
Meal  6:30 p.m.  
Explorations Study, 
Youth Class & 
Childcare 

31 TOPS   

     SUNDAY       MONDAY        TUESDAY      WEDNESDAY     THURSDAY        FRIDAY          SATURDAY 


