
 

 

The Christian Church of Midland Exists to Make More and Better Disciples 

Saved By A Stick Part III 
Kurt, who was big for his age was afraid to walk out onto the ice.  “You go,” he said as he pushed Larry and Jay toward the ice 

covered creek.  Larry and Jay thought that they should check the thickness of the ice before putting their sleighs on the frozen 

creek.  They left their sleighs on the bank with Kurt guarding them.  Slowly and carefully, Jay and Larry creeped onto the  

frozen water.  
 

The first couple of steps they felt safe because the ice didn’t creek.  The water was frozen solid.  “An elephant could walk on 

this it’s so thick,”  Jay said as his confidence began to increase.  Larry shouted, “Kurt you come out here, don’t be a chicken.”  

Those weren’t his exact words, but this is a family story.  Larry stayed close to the bank while Jay walked, ever so slowly,  

toward the middle. 
 

“It’s getting thin out here.  I can see the water running under the ice.”  Jay started walking faster toward Larry.  Larry looked at 

Kurt and said, “You bring the sleighs and we’ll push each other and see how fast we can go.”  “Are you sure the ice won’t 

break? If we go in with all these clothes we’ll sink to the bottom.”  Kurt said with a nervous quiver in his voice.  
 

Jay, as he got back to Larry said, “Kurt, I knew you’d chicken out!   You always do!  Come on down here.”  Larry, jumping up 

and down on the ice, said, “Look it’s safe, I’m bigger than you.  It’s solid.  Come on! “Jay, close to Larry, started jumping on 

the ice said, “See, it’s safe!”  “You two are going to bust through the ice.  You’d better stop.”  “You’re crazy, this ice is thick.”  

Larry, almost mocking Kurt’s voice.  “Bring down the sleighs or I’m going home.”  Jay said.  While Jay was talking he slipped  

and fell on the ice.  That broke the tension. Kurt picked up the new sleigh and started nervously toward the ice.  Jay attempted 

to stand up but fell again.  The laughter was almost uncontrollable. 
 

Larry moved toward Jay to help him up.  Then they walked toward Kurt - who still wasn’t on the ice - to get the sleigh.  Pop!  

The ice cracked.  Their eyes got big and their facial expression got serious.  Jay and Larry looked at each other and tried to 

walk off the ice.  Pop!  This time it was louder.  The ice broke and water started to rush onto the ice. 
 

“Help! Help!”  Larry and Jay screamed at Kurt as they held one another's arms trying to stand on the ice as it broke from the 

shore.  Kurt, as most teenage boys do, began to laugh at his friends who, at this point, were in real danger.  “Throw us some-

thing!  Quit laughing!  Help!”  Kurt couldn’t reach his friends.  For some reason the mood became serious.  Instantly.  
 

Kurt looked around and out of the snow he saw a stick.  He ran down the bank of the creek and said, “Grab this! Grab this!”  as 

he held out the stick to his friends.  Larry grabbed the stick.  Jay grabbed Larry.  Kurt, holding onto the other end with all he 

had said, “Jump!   Hurry!  I can’t hold it much longer.”  Larry and Jay jumped and landed in knee deep water, cold water, ice  

cold water.  Kurt helped them out and onto cold, snow covered ground. 

“We could’ve died!  Man, we’re lucky.  We can’t tell our parents.  We’re not supposed to be down here.  You know how much 

trouble we’d be in?  Let’s not tell anyone!”  The boys swore a pact, and to my knowledge to this day, they haven’t told a soul. 
 

Think about it for a minute.  A stick, a piece of wood, saved those boys.  We don’t think about sticks that much.  They are  

common.  They are everywhere. Think about another piece of wood that saves you.  It’s a cross.  It’s common today.  There are  

paintings, pictures, jewelry, tattoos, and a number of other depictions of the piece of wood that our Savior hung on to save us.  

Think about that.  By the way, if I don’t have ten people comment on this article and the Oasis, I’m going to consider it’s  

future. 
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Sunday Morning Worship  
Nursery Helpers 

1st Sunday - Faye Molone  

2nd Sunday - Need Someone  

3rd Sunday - Christy Reynolds 

4th Sunday - Liz Richmond 

5th Sunday - Linda Bradshaw  

 

3 years - 2nd grade Children’s Worship 
Teacher & Helper 

1st Sunday - Kay Soderstorm - Need Helper 

2nd Sunday - Marsha Brown - Marcy Schulte 

3rd Sunday - Liz Richmond - Camille Reynolds 

4th Sunday - Marsha Brown - Lisa Knisley 

5th Sunday - Dawn Handley - Molly Robles 

New Sermon Series - November 19-26 
 

Why do we take Communion every week?  Why do we baptize by immersion?  

These are two questions that we are often asked.  Let’s explore what the Bible says 

about these two ordinances. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Dates:  November - December 3  

Location: The Sanctuary 

Instructor: Steve Knisley 

Genesis is the first book of the Bible, the first book of the Christian Old Testament, 

and the first book of the  Pentateuch. As such, it provides the foundation upon which 

the rest of the Scripture builds both  

historically and theologically. We will study the book of beginnings and see the 

strange stories in context. 

 

Date: Beginning November 5th 

Location: The Parlor 

Instructor: Jim O’Banion  

“Free to Live for Christ” 

Legalism verses Grace..  It has always been a struggle.  Come and learn to be set 

free by the Grace of Christ. 

 

Ages 3-5 - Jesus and Me 

Location: Heritage Annex,  

Leader: Kay Soderstrom 
 

1-3 grade - Life of Jesus  

Location: Room 4,  

Leader: Sue O’Banion 
 

4-6 grade - God’s Care for Us 

Location:  Room 5,  

Leader: Meghan O’Banion 
 

Jr. High and High School 

   Location: Room 2,  

Leader: Samantha Lozano 

The writer of Hebrews says that without faith it is impossible to please 

God. Faith is the ingredient that pleases God the most because faith       

produces action. Over the next several weeks we will study stories of faith 

that are found in the book of Genesis – the book of beginnings. We will see 

how God often uses imperfect people to accomplish great things and all it 

takes is faith. Bring a friend as we are challenged to deepen our faith. 
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Elders Meeting 
Tuesday, November 7th @ 6:30 p.m.  

Saturday,  November 11, 2017. Church Under the Bridge, is a ministry outreach to the homeless in 

Midland. CCM prepares breakfast for the Church Under the Bridge on the 2nd Saturday of each month. 

Meet at the Church Building at 8:30 a.m. If you would like to help or have any questions, please contact 

Cindy Barkley: (432)352-9443 or Marcy Schulte: (520) 236-9047.  

Board Meeting 
Tuesday, November 14th @ 6:30 p.m. 

Men’s Breakfast 

Saturday, December 2nd at 7:30 a.m.  We will be meeting in the Fellowship Hall. 

Senior Saints Luncheon 
Forecast is sunny and 84 degrees Friday.. See you at the Olive Garden around 11:00 - 11:15a.m. 
 

We didn’t discuss at our last senior luncheon where the destination would be for November.  We have 

some of our best attendance when we go to The Olive Garden, so The Olive Garden it is on Friday,   

November 3rd.  See everyone around 11-11:15 a.m. on Friday, November 3rd. 

Missions Meeting 
Wednesday, November 1st  5:30 - 6:00 p.m. 

Hurricane Work Relief Group 

Monday, November 27 - Friday, December 1  Please sign up in the Fellowship Hall at the Welcome 

Center or see Steve Knisley for more information. 

HEB Feast of Sharing 

Friday, November 3 at the Horseshoe Arena from 4 - 8 p.m.  You can go help serve the meal and/or you 

can go enjoy the meal.  Open to everyone! 

Faith Promise Sunday & Potluck 
Our Faith Promise Sunday is Next Sunday November 12, 2017.  David Robertson, with Casas Por 

Cristo will be sharing the message in our service.  Please prayerfully consider how God has blessed you 

and how you would like to share those blessings with our missions in 2018.   
 

There will be a Faith Promise card passed out to help us project our mission emphasis for the next year.  

Following the Sunday service, we will share a potluck meal in the Fellowship Hall.  Please bring your 

favorite entrée, salad, side or dessert to share prepared and ready to serve! 

Children’s Play Practice 

We will have a Children’s Program on Sunday Morning, December 10th at 10:30 

a.m.  We need your children to participate.  We will practice on Sunday afternoons 

at 4:00 - 5:00 p.m. starting November 12th.  Preschool and up. 



 

 

Location:  The Parlor 

Instructor:  Ken Weaver 

Dates: November 1 

Time: Tuesday Mornings @ 9:30 a.m.  
 

Your heart is a battlefield. In “gods at 

war,” Kyle Idleman, bestselling  

author of “not a fan”, helps every 

believer recognize there are false gods 

at war within each of us, and they  

battle for the place of glory and con-

trol in our lives. 

Tuesday Truth Seekers 
 

 

Wednesday Evening ReNew 
6:00 p.m. Meal will be provided every Wednesday 

Bible Study 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
There will be NO Bible Study Wednesday, November 23rd.  Take 

this time to enjoy friends and family! 
  

Dates: November 1 

Location: Fellowship Hall 

Instructors: Jim O’Banion, Dean       

Soderstrom & Steve Knisley 

We will study the Life of Jesus through 

the eyes of a Gentile. 
 

 

 

 

Dates: Ongoing  

Location:  Classroom 1 

Instructors:  Rotating 
 

Kids will learn about God, Jesus, and 

other men and women of the Old and 

New Testament. 
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Ladies Monthly Meeting 
 

The November Ladies Monthly Meeting is moving to 

the 1st Wednesday of each month from 6:00 p.m. - 

6:30 p.m. during the meal.  The ladies will eat and 

meet in the small classroom next to the fellowship 

Hall.  Plan to come get involved in the upcoming 

events.  Then stay for the Bible Study at 6:30 p.m. 

CCM  will be collecting canned goods & paper goods for the Soup Kitchen through  

Sunday, November 19th. 
 

Items Needed: 

Canned Goods: 

Sweet Potatoes  -  Diced Tomatoes (no tomato sauce)  -  Soup (especially Chicken Noodle)   

Wolf Brand Chili  -  Ranch Style Beans  -  Any Canned Vegetables (corn, green beans, etc.)  -  Mixed Vegetables 
 

Paper Goods: 

12 oz. Cups  -  Plastic Ware  -  Paper Towels 
 

Midland Soup Kitchen Ministry provides a free, hot, home-cooked meal Mon- Fri from 11:30 am - 1:00 pm. We 

feed anyone God sends through our doors. John 21:17. 
 

Mission Statement 

Feed the hungry with a free home cooked meal and provide spiritual food. 
 

Company Overview 

Midland Soup Kitchen Ministry is a 501c3 organization that serves a free, hot home cooked meal Monday - Friday 

to the needy in Midland, Tx. from 11:30 am - 1:00 pm. 
 

General Information 

Midland Soup Kitchen Ministry runs on volunteer support and financial support from people in the community. 

We have served Midland's homeless and needy since 1987. If you would like to help us feed and clothe the needy, 

please donate. 
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Plastic Grocery Bags  
We are collecting plastic grocery bags for the Midland Soup Kitchen.  They use the bags for people to take home bread and bakery 

goods that have been donated by H.E.B.  Please put your bags in the plastic containers in the Fellowship Hall. 

 Box Tops for Education 
CCM is collecting Box Tops for Education for Cookson Hills, one of the missions supported by The Christian Church of Midland.  

Cookson Hills provides Christ-Centered residential care, education and therapeutic services for at-risk children ages 5-17.  The 

box tops help provide basic necessities for Cookson Hills. Thanks to everyone for their contributions. 

Easy Ways to Help Heritage 
There are 2 easy ways that you can help Heritage Preschool.  You can bring your empty ink cartridges from your printer and place 

them in the basket in the Fellowship Hall.  Dana Roepke will turn these in to Office  Depot.  Also, whenever you purchase any-

thing at Office Depot, you can give them Dana Roepke’s home phone number, 687-3726.  Credit from your purchases and from 

the ink cartridges that are turned in will be put on a reward card for Heritage to use for purchasing items. 

Bags of H.O.P.E. 
(Helping Others Persevere Everyday) 

CCM is collecting items for the Bags of Hope which will be handed out in December at CUTB.  We will be collecting items up 

through Wednesday, December 6th.  Winter is coming and will be bringing colder weather.  Your assistance with the following 

small, individual or travel-size items would be greatly appreciated:  Gloves (men, women, children), Winter Hats, Scarves, Socks, 

Wet Wipes, Hand Sanitizer, Gum, Shampoo, Lotion, Hairbrushes or Combs, Sunscreen, Chapstick, Q-Tips, Soap, Heat Packs/

Hand Warmers, Snacks (ie: peanut butter, Nutella snack packs, crackers, soft granola/cereal bars, pudding, fruit cups, Vienna  

sausages, etc.) The ladies will be packing the Bags of Hope immediately following the Bible Study Wednesday, December 13th..  

Please bring your items and place in the box located in the fellowship Hall. 

Church Under the Bridge 
Saturday,  November 11th, 2017 Church Under the Bridge is a ministry outreach to the homeless in Midland. CCM will be prepar-

ing breakfast for the Church Under the Bridge on the 2nd Saturday of each month. Meet at the Church Building at 8:30 a.m. If you 

would like to help or have any questions, please contact Cindy Barkley: (432) 352-9443 or Marcy Schulte: (520) 236-9047.  

Refreshments for Sunday Morning 
There is a sign-up sheet on the large bulletin board in the Education Wing for anyone who would like to help provide refreshments 

on Sunday morning during the fellowship time from 9:15 a.m. - 9:30 a.m., prior to Sunday School.  
 

Muffins, donuts, sweet bread, fruit, etc. or any items that you would like to provide would be great. 
   

November 5th - Dawn Handley 

November 12th Sue O’Banion 

November 19th - Marcy Schulte 

November 26th - Marsha Brown 

3 PEOPLE 1 TIME A DAY FOR 6 

DAYS   

Pray For:  Our Relationship 

  Our Conversation 

  Their Response 

When we have an emergency, we call 9-1-1.  When we 

want to dig in our yard, we call 8-1-1.  When we need 

information, we call 4-1-1.  This year we want everyone 

who comes to CCM to practice 1-1-1.  At a minimum 

we want you in:  

1 hour of worship each week. 

1 hour of Bible Study each week. 

1 hour of Christian Service each week. 

Prayer Card 
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17 - Steve and Lisa Knisley 

20- Jim and Sue O’Banion 

1 - Chris Morphew 

1 - Cathy Day 

9 - Quay Clark 

15 - Armando Alvarado 

16 - Jayden Gonzalez 

20 - Dana Roepke 

26 - John Barkley 

29 - Kay Weaver 

October has been a very busy month for us.  We have learned about the letters E, F, G, H & I.  We had a visit 

from the Midland Fire Department and learned about fire safety. And, we had fun at Heritage Sunday visiting 

the church and singing our songs.  Then we ended the month with Story Book pumpkins and our "Let's Pretend" 

parties.  We are looking forward to our Thanksgiving Feasts in November!   
 

Are you cooking something that needs fresh rosemary?   Help yourself to a sprig or two from our beautiful rose-

mary bushes next to the street in front of Heritage.   
 

 

Operation Christmas Child 

Operation Christmas Child sends shoe boxes to children throughout the world who don’t receive any Christmas 

presents. Please send small items to help Heritage Preschool fill some of these shoe boxes.  You can send items 

for either a girl or a boy.  Check out their website or the list in the Fellowship Hall for gift ideas and guidelines 

for children ages 2-4 & 5-8 years old. Please have the shoe box items to church by November 15 or to Heritage 

by November 16 & 17.  
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       Prayer Request 
If you have a prayer request, we would love to pray for 
you!  Members of The Christian Church of Midland are 

available thru e-mail contacts to pray on a moments 
notice.  Please e-mail your request to Becca, the church 

secretary, @ beccam@ccofm.com or call her at  
684-7681.  Becca is in the office Monday - Thursday, 

8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. and Friday 8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.  
For prayer requests on Friday afternoons, evenings and 

weekends, please call Kay Soderstrom @  
432-687-1115 (home) or 432-770-8028 (cell) or you may 

e-mail her at soderstrom21@gmail.com 

November 5 November 12 November 19 November 26 

Meditation 

Communion Prayer 

Closing Prayer 

Cary Richmond 

Meditation 

Communion Prayer 

Closing Prayer 

Dean Soderstrom 

Meditation 

Communion Prayer 

Closing Prayer 

Jim O’Banion 

Meditation 

Communion Prayer 

Closing Prayer 

Brian Weerstra 

Servers 
*Eddy Willmon 
Cary Richmond 

Quay Clark 
Brad Avery 

 

**Bill Thurmon 
**Bill Reedy 

**Dave Bradley 
**Brian Weerstra 

 

*Team Leader 
**Alternates 

Servers 
      *Alvino Robles 

John Barkley 
Ken Brown 

Richard Reynolds 
 

**Dean Soderstrom 
**Rick Green 

**Brian Schulte 
**Marc Lozano 

 

Servers 
*Bill Thurmon 

Bill Reedy 
Dave Bradley 

Brian Weerstra 
 

**Cary Richmond 
**Quay Clark 

**Eddy Willmon 
**Brad Avery 

Servers 
*Rick Green 

Dean Soderstrom 
Brian Schulte 
Marc Lozano 

 

**John Barkley 
**Ken Brown 

**Richard Reynolds 
**Alvino Robles 

Communion Preparation   

for November 

November 5th, 19th & 26th - Carmen Thurmon 

November 12th - Linda Bradshaw 

Greeters for November 
Front Entrance: Bill & Carmen Thurmon 

East Side Entrance: Jim & Dawn Handley 

2017 Communion Meditation List 
 

Important:   If you are not going to be in church 

serving on your meditation week, please trade 

places with another person on the list.  Please 

contact Becca, in the church office, and let her 

know about the change. 
 

The person doing the communion meditation also 

does the communion prayer. 
 

 

 

November 5 - Cary Richmond 

November 12 - Dean Soderstrom 

November 19 - Jim O’Banion 

November 26 - Steve Knisley 

TOPS will be meeting at CCM on Thursday evenings.  Our 
weighin is 5:30 to 6:30 pm, meeting 6:30 to 7:30.  TOPS is a 

non-profit weight loss group, very affordable.  We are basically 
a support group for people who would like to lose weight.  We 
have both men and women in our group and would be glad for 

anyone to visit once with no obligation to join.   
For more information  

contact Clara  Gleghorn (432-694-8643) e-mail address  
claragleghorn@outlook.com  

For those who are shut-in or unable 
to attend church services, if you 

desire Communion, please contact 
the church office and we will make 
arrangements to have Communion 

brought to you.   

mailto:claragleghorn@outlook.com


 

 

THE  OASIS 
Christian Church  of  Midland 
2608 Neely 
Midland, TX 79705 
432-684-7681 
Website: www.ccofm.com 
Steve Knisley, Minister 

Our Sunday Worship Times Are: 
9:15 a.m. Refreshments &  Fellowship Time    
9:30 a.m. Sunday School             
10:30 a.m. Worship Service 

Page 8 

• The Oasis (USPS 343-950) is published monthly 

Periodical’s postage paid at Midland, Texas 

• By the Christian Church of Midland, 2608 Neely, 

Midland, TX 79705.  Subscriptions are FREE. 

• POSTMASTER:  send address change to THE 

OASIS,  2608 Neely, Midland, TX 79705-7345 

   1 Mission Meeting 
5:30/Ladies Monthly 
Meeting 6:00 p.m./ 
ReNew Meal  6:30 
p.m. Luke Study, 
Youth Class &  
Childcare 

2 TOPS 3 Senior Saints 
Luncheon /HEB 
Feast of Sharing 

4 

5 Regular Service 6 Visitation 
6:30 p.m. 

7 Adult Bible 
Study 9:30 a.m./
Elders Meeting 
6:30 p.m. 

8 6:00 p.m. ReNew 
Meal  6:30 p.m.  
Explorations Study, 
Youth Class & 
Childcare 

9 TOPS 10 11 Church Under the 
Bridge  Breakfast 

12 Faith Promise & 
Potluck/Children’s 
Play Practice 

13 Visitation 
6:30 p.m. 

14 Adult Bible 
Study 9:30 a.m./ 
Board Meeting 
6:30 p.m. 

15  6:00 p.m. ReNew 
Meal  6:30 p.m.  
Explorations Study, 
Youth Class &  
Childcare 

16 TOPS 17 18 

19 Regular Service/
Children’s Play 
Practice 

20 Visitation 
6:30 p.m. 

21 Adult Bible 
Study 9:30 a.m. 

22 No Bible Study 23 Thanksgiving 
Church Office 
Closed 

24 Church Office 
Closed 

25  

26 Regular Service/
Children’s Play 
Practice 

27 Visitation 
6:30 p.m./Hurricane 
Work Relief Group 
 
 
 

28 Adult Bible 
Study 9:30 a.m./
Trunk R Treat 
6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

29 6:00 p.m. ReNew 
Meal  6:30 p.m.  
Explorations Study, 
Youth Class & 
Childcare 

30 TOPS   

     SUNDAY       MONDAY        TUESDAY      WEDNESDAY     THURSDAY        FRIDAY          SATURDAY 


