
 

 

The Christian Church of Midland Exists to Make More and Better Disciples 

I know that I am suppose to finish the story - Saved by a Stick - that I started last month, but in light of what  

happened in Southeast Texas I thought that I would write something different.  I will finish the story next month. 
 

I was once asked why the church responded to natural disasters the way that she does.  The man who asked me that 

question claimed that he could not find the church responding to natural disasters in the New Testament.  To be  

honest, I was floored.  I thought that this man was fairly biblically literate.  The man did ask a good question  

because I assumed that Christians knew why we assisted our neighbors.  Our conversations sounded something like 

this. 
 

There are several verses, stories, and events in the New Testament alone that support benevolance.  One only has to 

read Matthew 25:31-46 to see how Jesus thought about responding to the less fortunate.  He argued that Jesus was 

talking to individuals and not the church as a whole.  Fair argument, weak in my opinion, but fair.  Remember who 

Jesus was speaking to in that section - the group not individuals.  
 

How about treating others as you want to be treated, or giving a cup of cold water in the name of Jesus.   Again, his 

response was that Jesus was talking to the individual and not the church as a whole.  Again, that’s fair but - in my 

opinion - weak.  Check the context of the passage.  Jesus is teaching the group or nation and not just individuals. 

 

What about Paul’s appeal to the Corinthians in First Corinthians 16:1-4 and Second Corinthians chapters eight 

through ten?  Paul is addressing the weekly offering that was for famine relief in Jerusalem.  That seems to be  

helping in a disaster situation.  What about the selection and purpose of the first deacons in Acts six?  Why did 

Barnabus sell property? 
 

We talked about these passages and several others in detail.  I was not able to convince him that one thing the church 

was and is known for is benevolent compassion.  The church is a funnel for God’s blessings.  You and me - we - are 

the Church!  We are to live lives and do good works so that the world can see and praise God who is in heaven. 
 

Everytime there is a natural disaster I recall that conversation.  I am amazed with God’s people and their response.  

The world will see how God’s people respond to Southeast Texas.   CCM you are part of the reason God receives 

praise.  Thank-you. 
 

I am writing this before we take up our special offering or put together work teams and partner with IDES.  Some-

how I know that you - CCM - will make God smile. 

 

See You Sunday With A Friend, 
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Sunday Morning Worship  
Nursery Helpers 

1st Sunday - Faye Molone  

2nd Sunday - Need Someone  

3rd Sunday - Christy Reynolds 

4th Sunday - Liz Richmond 

5th Sunday - Linda Bradshaw  

 

3 years - 2nd grade Children’s Worship 
Teacher & Helper 

1st Sunday - Kay Soderstrom - Need Helper 

2nd Sunday - Marsha Brown - Molly Robles 

3rd Sunday - Liz Richmond - Camille Reynolds 

4th Sunday - Marsha Brown - Lisa Knisley 

5th Sunday - Dawn Handley - Molly Robles 

 

Dates: Begins - September 3 

Location: The Parlor 

Instructor: Jim O’Banion  
 

A young church in a big, pagan city, the Corinthian Christians faced challenges to their faith at 

every turn. Social pressure, temptations of the old lifestyle, conflict with fellow Christians, and 

cultural beliefs that impacted the church. Let’s study how we face the same challenges and how 

we can overcome them today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dates:  Begins September 3  

Location: The Sanctuary 

Instructor: Steve Knisley 
 

Genesis is the first book of the Bible, the first book of the Christian Old Testament, and the first 

book of the  Pentateuch. As such, it provides the foundation upon which the rest of the Scripture 

builds both historically and theologically. We will study the book of beginnings and see the 

strange stories in context. 

 

Ages 3-5 - Jesus and Me 

Location: Heritage Annex,  

Leader: Kay Soderstrom 
 

1-3 grade - Life of Jesus  

Location: Room 4,  

Leader: Sue O’Banion 
 

4-6 grade - God’s Care for Us 

Location:  Room 5,  

Leader: Meghan O’Banion 
 

Jr. High and High School 

   Location: Room 2,  

Leader: Samantha Lozano 

Beginning Sunday, September 10th Savior: A Look At Jesus 

The world is in chaos…terrorism, drug addiction, abuse, neglect, and the list 

goes on.  That was the world that Jesus came to save. We will look at the mis-

sion and ministry of Jesus – a ministry that brings calm into a world of chaos.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiNr9mpwN7UAhWp44MKHa4SBsMQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fairviewbaptistchurch.ca%2Fseries%2F1-corinthians%2F&psig=AFQjCNGLxwzSL2oAX8qbbZfwBhEsN6dPSw&ust=14986692471
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3 PEOPLE 1 TIME A DAY FOR 6 

DAYS   

Pray For:  Our Relationship 

  Our Conversation 

  Their Response 

Prayer Card 
When we have an emergency, we call 9-1-1.  When we 

want to dig in our yard, we call 8-1-1.  When we need 

information, we call 4-1-1.  This year we want everyone 

who comes to CCM to practice 1-1-1.  At a minimum 

we want you in:  

1 hour of worship each week. 

1 hour of Bible Study each week. 

1 hour of Christian Service each week. 

Elders Meeting 

Tuesday, September  5th @ 6:30 p.m.  

Saturday,  September 9, 2017. Church Under the Bridge, is a ministry outreach to the home-

less in Midland. CCM prepares breakfast for the Church Under the Bridge on the 2nd Saturday 

of each month. Meet at the Church Building at 8:30 a.m. If you would like to help or have any 

questions, please contact Cindy Barkley: (432)352-9443 or Marcy Schulte: (520) 236-9047.  

Huddle & Board Meeting with meal 

Tuesday, September 12th @ 6:00 p.m. 

Each ministry team leader is asked to bring their 

S.W.O.T. evaluation completed. 

Men’s Breakfast 

Saturday, September 30th at 7:30 a.m.  We will be meeting in the Fellowship Hall. 

Senior Saints Luncheon 
 

A great turnout of 13 people attended our luncheon on Friday, August 4th at Olive Gar-

den.  Those attending were: Bill & Carmen Thurmon,  Faye Malone, Sue Wray,  Eddy & Peggy 

Willmon & their great-granddaughter Sonoda, Bob & Alma Blazek, Henry and Joleen Parke, 

Maria Freisen, and Steve Knisley. The food was terrific and a great time of fellowship was en-

joyed. 
 

Our next luncheon is scheduled to be on Friday, September 1st; However, that is Labor Day 

Weekend and Carmen and I are on vacation.   

Dollar Days for The Children’s Home of Lubbock 

Sunday, September 17th  

We will be collecting a special offering for The Children’s Home of Lubbock. 

The Children’s Home of Lubbock Fall Festival 

Saturday, September 23rd  

Come join us as we deliver the body wash collected from Wednesday Night Live and also the 

Special Offering from Dollar Days.  We will also tour the facility. 

Missions Meeting 
Monday, September 11th,  6:00 p.m.  



 

 

Wednesday Evening ReNew 

6:00 p.m. Meal will be provided every Wednesday 

Bible Study 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
 

 

 

   

 

Dates: September 6th 

Location: Fellowship Hall 

Instructors: Jim O’Banion, Dean       

Soderstrom & Steve Knisley 

We will study the Life of Jesus through 

the eyes of a gentile. 
 

 

Dates: Ongoing  

Location:  Classroom 1 

Instructors:  Rotating 
 

Kids will learn about God, Jesus, and 

other men and women of the Old and 

New Testament. 
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Tuesday Truth Seekers 
 

Date: Through September 12 

Time: Tuesday 9:30 a.m. 

 Location: The Parlor 

 Instructor: Ken Weaver 
Car pools and car crashes, job 

changes and joint custody, moves 

and motivations. In the middle of the 

chaos, confusion, and clutter of daily 

life, it can be hard to see the bigger 

picture, to hear a bigger story.  

According to bestselling author Max 

Lucado, there is a master plan in 

place. The great promise of the Bible 

is this: above and around us God directs a grand saga, written 

by his hand, orchestrated by his will, unveiled according to his 

calendar. And we are all a part of it. Our lives are crafted  

narratives written by a great God, who is working toward our 

supreme good. And everything changes when we see how our 

stories fit with God’s. In this 6-session video curriculum, 

viewers will discover that there’s more to their story than they 

ever dreamed.  

Date: September 19 - October 31 

Time: Tuesday 9:30 a.m. 

Location: Parlor 

Instructor: Ken Weaver 
In Grace: More Than We Deserve, 

Greater Than We Imagine, Max  

Lucado calls readers back to consider 

the abundant richness of God's offer. 

It's an offer to live a changed life, a 

call to genuine transformation and the 

courage to see it through. Don't let 

grace pass you by. When you let it in, 

it will rock your world, and change your heart. 
 

As believers in Christ, we claim to understand grace. From 

Sunday school to adulthood we've been taught that we're 

saved by grace. We know the Bible verses and the sinner's 

prayer, but have we really taken hold of it? Or rather, has it 

taken hold of us? 
 

Ladies Monthly Meeting 
 

The September Ladies Monthly Meeting will be on  

Monday, September 11th,  the 2nd Monday of the month, due 

to Labor Day Holiday on the 1st Monday of the month.  The 

ladies will meet at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Come 

and enjoy a time of fellowship, find out what events are  

coming up and get involved.   Looking forward to seeing you 

there! A nursery will be available. 

IDES (International Disaster Emergency Service) exists to meet physical and spiritual needs of 

suffering people throughout the world in the name of Jesus Christ.  

Our Story 

1972:  Following a major typhoon that hit the already devastatingly poor country of Bangladesh, 

Milton Bates, a Navy Veteran and General Motors technician, and his wife, Janet, were deeply 

moved by the utter destruction they saw on the news reports. Burdened to help somehow, Milton 

and Janet prayed for God to reveal a way to unite the brotherhood of independent Christian 

Churches/Churches of Christ in a significant relief effort. After writing and sending over 500 

letters from their own kitchen table to various Christian leaders, 9 men wrote back that they 

would support Milton if he volunteered to lead the effort. Faithfully, Milton and Janet continued 

to pray for direction, and for the missionaries they were connected with around the world. Then, 

at the North American Christian Convention a few months later (1973), Milton and these 9  

leaders met together for the first time, and International Disaster Emergency Service was  

created. 

 

Milton and Janet are survived by their daughters Nancy, Janet-Elaine, and Louise, and their son 

Jim.  This brief history is in loving memory of Milton, Janet, and their son, Paul.  
.  
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Plastic Grocery Bags  
We are collecting plastic grocery bags for the Midland Soup Kitchen.  They use the bags for people to take home 

bread and bakery goods that have been donated by H.E.B.  Please put your bags in the plastic containers in the  

Fellowship Hall. 

 Box Tops for Education 
CCM is collecting Box Tops for Education for Cookson Hills, one of the missions supported by The  

Christian Church of Midland.  Cookson Hills provides Christ-Centered residential care, education and  

therapeutic services for at-risk children ages 5-17.  The box tops help provide basic necessities for Cookson Hills. 

Thanks to everyone for their contributions. 

Easy Ways to Help Heritage 
There are 2 easy ways that you can help Heritage Preschool.  You can bring your empty ink cartridges from your 

printer and place them in the basket in the Fellowship Hall.  Dana Roepke will turn these in to Office  Depot.  Also, 

whenever you purchase anything at Office Depot, you can give them Dana Roepke’s home phone number, 687-3726.  

Credit from your purchases and from the ink cartridges that are turned in will be put on a reward card for Heritage to 

use for purchasing items. 

Bags of H.O.P.E. 
(Helping Others Persevere Everyday) 

We are continuing to collect items for the “Bags of Hope” which we are donating to the Church Under the Bridge for 

the homeless in Midland.  Items needed are:  Wet Wipes, Hand Sanitizer, Socks (Men, Women, Children), Gum, 

Shampoo, Lotion, Hairbrushes or Combs, Sunscreen, Chapstick, Q-Tips, Soap, Snacks (ie: peanut butter/Nutella 

snack packs, crackers, soft granola/cereal bars, pudding, fruit cups, Vienna sausages, etc.).  Thank-you for your help 

with this outreach project! 

Church Under the Bridge 
Saturday,  September 9, 2017 Church Under the Bridge is a ministry outreach to the homeless in Midland. CCM will 

be preparing breakfast for the Church Under the Bridge on the 2nd Saturday of each month. Meet at the Church Build-

ing at 8:30 a.m. If you would like to help or have any questions, please contact Cindy Barkley: (432) 352-9443 or 

Marcy Schulte: (520) 236-9047.  

Refreshments for Sunday Morning 
There is a sign-up sheet on the large bulletin board in the Education Wing for anyone who would like to help provide 

refreshments on Sunday morning during the fellowship time from 9:15 a.m. - 9:30 a.m., prior to Sunday School.  
 

Muffins, donuts, sweet bread, fruit, etc. or any items that you would like to provide would be great. 

   

September 3 - Dawn Handley 

September 10 - Lisa Knisley 

September 17 - Molly Robles 

September 24 - Sue O’Banion 

 

Women’s Conference 
THE FIGHT IS REAL 

“I will fight for you, you need only be still” Exodus 
14:14 

September 15-16, 2017 

Circle 6 

Stanton, TX 

For more information contact  

Dawn Handley at (432) 210-2793 

Wild 
(With In The LORD’S Design!) 

Ephesians 2:10; 14:14 
September 22 - 24, 2017 

Guadalupe Christian Women’s Retreat 

Featuring Guest Speaker: 

Dawn Smith Jordan 
(Christian Singer, Songwriter Author and Speaker) 

Celebrating 40 Years! 
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2 - Peyton Knisley 

11 - Peggy Willmon 

12 - Eddy Willmon 

13 - Steve Knisley 

13 - Becca McGill 

20 - Judith Alvarado 

23 - Ofelia Alvarado 

25 - Patsy Pickle 

25 - Linda Bradshaw 

Heritage Preschool is very excited about the upcoming school year!  We have 2 new staff members, as well as lots of new 

friends.  Watch for pictures of our new friends next month.  We have our Open House on September 26th from 6:00-7:30 

p.m. if anyone would like to come see the school. 

 

Thank you so much to everyone who participated in the Heritage Workday on Saturday, August 26!  1st Day of School - 

Tuesday, September 5th and Wednesday September 6th.  Open House - Tuesday, September 26th 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  

The CCM Men will be cooking hamburgers and hot dogs for everyone who attends. 

Wednesday Night Live 
A HUGE thanks to everyone who volunteered for Wednesday Night Live!!!  Y'all are such an 

amazing group of people and these kids were truly blessed by your loving hearts.  WNL was a 

great success and much of that was because of you!  We are already looking forward to next 

year.  In His Service, WNL Co-Directors.   

Instead of taking up an offering each week we collected bottles of Body Wash.  Our goal was 100 

bottles.  Currently we have 205 and counting. 

11 - Brian & Marcy Schulte 

Please Thank Rick Green 
 

If you haven’t noticed how beautiful our front lawn is manicured, you need to take a look.  Rick Green spends 

several hours every week cutting, trimming, and blowing our grass and sidewalks.  Rick has been doing this 

thankless job for 25 years.  Please give Rick a big thank you the next time you see him. 

Minister Appreciation Sunday & Potluck 

Sunday, October 15th 

CCM will be showing our appreciation to Steve and Lisa for all they do for CCM.  There will be a potluck im-

mediately following the Worship Service.  Please bring your favorite foods to share.  Steve especially likes 

‘meat and potatoes’.  There will also be a table set up for cards and gifts for Steve and Lisa. 

Heritage Sunday & Potluck 

Sunday, October 22nd 

The Heritage families will be invited to attend church and the Heritage children will be singing a couple of 

songs during the Worship Service.  There will be a Potluck meal immediately following the service and the 

Heritage families will be our guests. 
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       Prayer Request 
If you have a prayer request, we would love to pray for 
you!  Members of The Christian Church of Midland are 

available thru e-mail contacts to pray on a moments 
notice.  Please e-mail your request to Becca, the church 

secretary, @ beccam@ccofm.com or call her at  
684-7681.  Becca is in the office Monday - Thursday, 

8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. and Friday 8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.  
For prayer requests on Friday afternoons, evenings and 

weekends, please call Kay Soderstrom @  
432-687-1115 (home) or 432-770-8028 (cell) or you may 

e-mail her at soderstrom21@gmail.com 

September 3 September 10 September 17 September 24 

Meditation 

Communion Prayer 

Closing Prayer 

Rick Green 

Meditation 

Communion Prayer 

Closing Prayer 

Cary Richmond 

Meditation 

Communion Prayer 

Closing Prayer 

Dean Soderstrom 

Meditation 

Communion Prayer 

Closing Prayer 

Joshua Schlueter 

Servers 
*Eddy Willmon 
Cary Richmond 

Quay Clark 
Brad Avery 

 

**Bill Thurmon 
**Bill Reedy 

**Dave Bradley 
**Brian Weerstra 

 

*Team Leader 
**Alternates 

Servers 
      *Alvino Robles 

John Barkley 
Ken Brown 

Richard Reynolds 
 

**Dean Soderstrom 
**Rick Green 

**Brian Schulte 
**Marc Lozano 

 

Servers 
*Bill Thurmon 

Bill Reedy 
Dave Bradley 

Brian Weerstra 
 

**Cary Richmond 
**Quay Clark 

**Eddy Willmon 
**Brad Avery 

Servers 
*Rick Green 

Dean Soderstrom 
Brian Schulte 
Marc Lozano 

 

**John Barkley 
**Ken Brown 

**Richard Reynolds 
**Alvino Robles 

 

For those who are shut-in or unable 

to attend church services, if you     

desire Communion, please contact the 

church office and we will make      

arrangements to have  Communion 

brought to you.   

Communion Preparation   

for September 

Dawn Handley 

Greeters for September 
Front Entrance: Bill & Carmen Thurmon 

East Side Entrance: Ken & Kay Weaver 

2017 Communion Meditation List 
 

Important:   If you are not going to be in church 

serving on your meditation week, please trade 

places with another person on the list.  Please 

contact Becca, in the church office, and let her 

know about the change. 
 

The person doing the communion meditation also 

does the communion prayer. 
 

 

 

September 3 - Rick Green 

September 10 - Cary Richmond 

September 17 - Dean Soderstrom 

September 24 - Joshua Schlueter 

TOPS will be meeting at CCM on Thursday evenings.  Our 
weighin is 5:30 to 6:30 pm, meeting 6:30 to 7:30.  TOPS is a 

non-profit weight loss group, very affordable.  We are basically 
a support group for people who would like to lose weight.  We 
have both men and women in our group and would be glad for 

anyone to visit once with no obligation to join.   
For more information  

contact Clara  Gleghorn (432-694-8643) e-mail address  
claragleghorn@outlook.com  

mailto:claragleghorn@outlook.com


 

 

THE  OASIS 
Christian Church  of  Midland 
2608 Neely 
Midland, TX 79705 
432-684-7681 
Website: www.ccofm.com 
Steve Knisley, Minister 

Our Sunday Worship Times Are: 
9:15 a.m. Refreshments &  Fellowship Time    
9:30 a.m. Sunday School             
10:30 a.m. Worship Service 
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• The Oasis (USPS 343-950) is published monthly 

Periodical’s postage paid at Midland, Texas 

• By the Christian Church of Midland, 2608 Neely, 

Midland, TX 79705.  Subscriptions are FREE. 

• POSTMASTER:  send address change to THE 

OASIS,  2608 Neely, Midland, TX 79705-7345 

     1 2 

3 Regular Service 4 Visitation 
6:30 p.m. 

5  Elder’s Meeting 
6:30 p.m 

6 6:00 p.m. ReNew 
Meal  6:30 p.m.  
Explorations Study, 
Youth Class & 
Childcare 

7 TOPS 8 9 Church Under the 
Bridge  Breakfast 

10 Regular Service 11 Visitation 
6:30 p.m./Ladies 
Monthly Meeting 
6:30 p.m./Missions 
Meeting 6:00 p.m. 

12 Adult Bible 
Study/Huddle & 
Board Meeting 
with meal 6:00 
p.m. 

13 6:00 p.m. ReNew 
Meal  6:30 p.m.  
Explorations Study, 
Youth Class & 
Childcare 

14 TOPS 15 16  

17 Regular Service/
Dollar Days for The 
Children’s Home of 
Lubbock 

18 Visitation 
6:30 p.m. 

19 Adult Bible 
Study 9:30 a.m. 

20 6:00 p.m. ReNew 
Meal  6:30 p.m.  
Explorations Study, 
Youth Class & 
Childcare 

21 TOPS 22 Ladies Retreat 23 The Children’s 
Home of Lubbock 
Fall Festival/Men’s 
Breakfast 7:30 a.m./
Ladies Retreat 

24 Regular Service/
Ladies Retreat 

25 Visitation 
6:30 p.m. 
 
 
 

26 Adult Bible 
Study 9:30 a.m./
Heritage Open 
House 6 - 7:30 
p.m. 

27 6:00 p.m. ReNew 
Meal  6:30 p.m.  
Explorations Study, 
Youth Class & 
Childcare 

28 TOPS 29 30 

     SUNDAY       MONDAY        TUESDAY      WEDNESDAY     THURSDAY        FRIDAY          SATURDAY 


