August already? This year is flying by. It seems that school just ended and now we are getting ready to
go back to school, back to college, back to “normal.” Do you ever think about that? What is “normal.”
Did you know that W ebster’s College Dictionary has eleven definitions for the word “normal,” and two
of those definitions have two sub-definitions. Webster has six definitions for the word “norm”, which is
the root word for normal. Two of the definitions for the word “norm” have two sub-definitions. Amazing. I guess that Webster has a hard time defining “normal”. That describes our culture...can’t define
anything.
The most used definition, and the most common use for normal is, “conforming to the standard or common type: regular.” Using that definition, what is your normal - or regular - day like? What type of
“things” do you do. I know that most of us get up, shower, eat, go to work and then go home. I’m interested in what other “normal or regular” activities that you and I do. More importantly, what do other
people see as your “normal” activities. Those activities have a way of coming out of you normally or
naturally. For example, if you have a “short fuse” then it is normal for you to get angered easily (I’m not
saying that it’s a good trait) Another example that comes from my family is when I get real quiet. Lisa
knows that I am thinking deeply and seriously about something. That’s normal for me - not that I’m a
deep thinker - that may have happened three or four times during our marriage.
Back to you. Let me ask you, as your minister, to consider the following questions. Is it normal for you
to read your Bible? Is it normal for you to pray? Is it normal for you to have “spiritual conversations” in
your home? Is it normal for you to attend church services? Is it normal for you to ask others to attend
church services with you? If these are not normal then why not make them normal. Researchers have
discovered that it takes thirty to forty days to make a habit a normal part of your life. I want to challenge
you to make Bible reading a normal part of your life. There are thirty one days in August and thirty one
chapters in the book of Proverbs. Let’s read one chapter of Proverbs each day during August. You will
be glad that you did.
See you Sunday with a friend,

The Christian Church of Midland Exists to Make More and Better Disciples

Sermon Series
Is Christ sufficient for salvation or do we need “something else?” This has been
a struggle of faith that has haunted Christians for 2000 years. Some in Colosse
thought that they needed angels, the law, or something more to please God. This
series will help us understand that we need Christ alone.

Date: August 5
Location: The Parlor
Predestination, Chosen, Spiritual Depravity, The fiery arrows of Satan, Armor, Prayer, and that’s just
the beginning of subjects that we will study this summer!
Ephesians teaches that we are saved by grace through faith! We do not earn our salvation – it is a gift
of God. God saved us so that He can work through us. Simply put, God gives it; man lives it. But,
how does He equip us? This summer we will learn how to become equipped for God’s service so
that we can better serve Him.

Date: August 5
Location: The Sanctuary
Isaiah is referred to about 250 times in the New Testament. He has one of the most amazing
stories to tell - a unique call to service, walking around “stripped and barefoot for three
years”, speaking to Kings and paupers, and proclaiming hope. Come and join us on this
amazing journey that sounds like our journey.

Wednesday Night Explorations
Acts: The Gospel Unleashed One person argues, “It’s about singing on Sunday. If the music isn’t good then I haven’t worshiped.” “No, it’s about the children’s ministries,” another
exclaims. Still another will proclaim; “No! It’s about helping the poor.” And the arguments
go on, endlessly. You have your view of what the Church should be and do. We all have a
view. Do you want to know the True Purpose of the Church? This study is for you. Make
time to study as we learn how to Unleash the Gospel.

Sunday Morning Worship Nursery Helpers
1st Sunday - Need Someone
2nd Sunday - Need Someone
3rd Sunday - Need Someone
4th Sunday - Liz Richmond
5th Sunday - Linda Bradshaw

3 years - Kindergarten Children’s Worship
Teacher & Helper
1st Sunday - Kay Soderstrom - Need Helper
2nd Sunday - Marsha Brown - Marcy Schulte
3rd Sunday - Liz Richmond - Need Helper
4th Sunday - Marsha Brown - Lisa Knisley
5th Sunday - Dawn Handley - Lisa Knisley

Junior Church 1st - 4th grades
Will meet in the Sanctuary with adults and dismiss
during offering.

Ages 3-5 - Jesus and Me
Location: Heritage Annex,
Leader: Kay Soderstrom
1-3 grade - Life of Jesus
Location: Room 4,
Leader: Sue O’Banion
4-6 grade - God’s Care for Us
Location: Room 5,
Leader: Meghan O’Banion
Jr. High and High School
Location: Room 2,
Leader: Samantha Lozano
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Junior Church Resumes In August
Lots of people have been on vacation throughout the summer, but the beginning of
school is quickly approaching. Junior Church will resume in August. Plan to come and
bring a friend as we learn and grow in God’s Word.
Missions Meeting
Wednesday, August 1st
5:30 - 6:00 p.m.

Senior Luncheon

Nine seniors enjoyed a terrific luncheon at Clear Springs Restaurant on Friday, July 6th. Those
attending were: Bill & Carmen Thurmon, Ken & Kay Weaver, Sue Wray and her son Bill Wray, Pam
Jenkins, Henry Parke & Maria Freisen. Our August destination is going to be Abuelo’s Restaurant on
Friday, August 3rd at 11:00 a.m.. Hope you can make it.

Workday @ CCM & Heritage

Saturday, August 4th 8:00 a.m. Early Risers or 9:00 a.m. - Noon
Bring rakes, hedge trimmers, gloves, etc… Breakfast, snacks, and water will be provided.
Elders Meeting
Tuesday, August 7th at 6:30 p.m.

Breaking Bread Outreach

Saturday, August 11th at 9:00 a.m.
We will be preparing breakfast for the homeless in Midland. For more information please
contact Cindy Barkley 432-522-7281 or Dawn Handley 432-210-2793

Meet the Teacher

Monday, August 13th at 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. at Fannin Elementary School. The men of
CCM will cook hotdogs for the teachers, parents and children. Come and meet your neighbors.
Wear your CCM T-Shirts.
Board Meeting
Tuesday, August 14th at 6:30 p.m.

Rockhounds Baseball Game

Friday, August 17th at 7:00 p.m.
Margaret Ryan has provided free tickets for everyone who would like to attend. There is a
sign-up list at the Welcome Center in the Fellowship Hall. This is a great time of fellowship.
Plan now to come and join the fun!
Men’s Breakfast
Saturday, August 25th at 7:30 a.m.
Location to be determined
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Tuesday Truth Seekers
Location: The Parlor
Instructor: Ken Weaver
Dates: Begins August 7th
Time: Tuesday Mornings @ 9:30 a.m.
Crazy Love by Francis Chan
GOD IS LOVE. Crazy, Relentless, all
Powerful Love… Does something
deep inside your heart long to break
free from the status quo? Are you
hungry for an authentic faith that
addresses the problems of our world with tangible, even
radical, solutions? God is calling you to a passionate
love relationship with Himself. Because the answer to
religious complacency isn’t working harder at a list of
do’s and don'ts —- it’s falling in love with God. And
once you encounter His love, as Francis describes it,
you will never be the same.
Because when you’re wildly in love with someone, it
changes everything.

Ladies Monthly Meeting
The August Ladies Monthly Meeting will be on
Wednesday, August 1st, the 1st Wednesday of the
month. The ladies will meet from 6:00 p.m. - 6:30
p.m. during the meal in the Small Classroom off the
Fellowship Hall. Come and enjoy a time of
fellowship, find out what events are coming up and get
involved. Hope to see you there!

Wednesday Evening ReNew

6:00 p.m. Meal will be provided every Wednesday
Bible Study 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Explorations
Acts: The Gospel Unleashed
One person argues, “It’s about singing on
Sunday. If the music isn’t good then I haven’t
worshiped.” “No, it’s about the children’s
ministries.” another exclaims. Still another will
proclaim; “No! It’s about helping the poor.”
And the arguments go on, endlessly. You have your view of what
the Church should be and do. We all have a view. Do you want to
know the True Purpose of the Church? This study is for you.
Make time to study as we learn how to Unleash the Gospel.
Dates: Ongoing

Location: Classroom 1
Instructors: Rotating
The Elementary age children at CCM are going
through the Bible Study “Route 66” on
Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m. "Route 66” is
designed to take the children on a life-changing
journey through each of the 66 books of the
Bible. Each week, "Route 66" will introduce the
children to a different book or group of books in
the Bible. They will learn about the author, time frame, the key
people, and the book's purpose. Activity pages and memory verses
will help the children explore the Scriptures further. A Souvenir
Scrapbook serves as a way to remember all of the different stops
and to celebrate the journey.
When this study is completed, each child will have their very own
personal Souvenir Scrapbook which will be a great resource on
reviewing the books of the Bible.

September 28-30, 2018

Guadalupe Women’s RetReat
“TRUST”
Featuring Author & Speaker
Midland Soup Kitchen
Armando Alvarado (full support missionary)
Dallas Christian College
Colegio Biblico
Guadalupe Christian Camp
Gary & Coby Scott - Turkey
Hippo Valley Christian Mission
Jim & Teri Riley - Honduras
Casas por Cristo
Cookson Hills Christian Ministries

Janice Anderson
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do
not depend on your own understanding.
Seek his will in all you do, and he will
show you which path to take.”
Proverbs 3:5-6 NLT
Registration forms available at the Welcome Center.
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Box Tops for Education
CCM is collecting Box Tops for Education for Cookson Hills, one of the missions supported by The
Christian Church of Midland. Cookson Hills provides Christ-Centered residential care, education and
therapeutic services for at-risk children ages 5-17. The box tops help provide basic necessities for
Cookson Hills. Thanks to everyone for their contributions. Please place your Box Tops in the basket
located at the Welcome Center.
Plastic Grocery Bags
We are collecting plastic grocery bags for the Midland Soup Kitchen. They use the bags for people to
take home bread and bakery goods that have been donated by H.E.B. Please put your bags in the plastic
containers in the Fellowship Hall.

Easy Ways to Help Heritage
There are 2 easy ways that you can help Heritage Preschool. You can bring your empty ink cartridges
from your printer and place them in the basket in the Fellowship Hall located at the Welcome Center.
Dana Roepke will turn these in to Office Depot. Also, whenever you purchase anything at Office
Depot, you can give them Dana Roepke’s home phone number, (432) 687-3726. Credit from your
purchases and from the ink cartridges that are turned in will be put on a reward card for Heritage to use
for purchasing items.
Refreshments for Sunday Morning
There is a sign-up sheet on the large bulletin board in the Education Wing for anyone who would like to
help provide refreshments on Sunday morning during the fellowship time from 9:15 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.,
prior to Sunday School. Muffins, donuts, sweet bread, fruit, etc. or any items that you would like to
provide would be great.
August 5 - Dawn Handley
August 12 - Linda Avery
August 19 - Marsha Brown
August 26 - Need Someone

You’re “The One”

When we have an emergency, we call 9-1-1. When we
want to dig in our yard, we call 8-1-1. When we need
information, we call 4-1-1. This year we want everyone
who comes to CCM to practice 1-1-1. At a minimum
we want you in:
1 hour of worship each week.
1 hour of Bible Study each week.
1 hour of Christian Service each week.
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Heritage Preschool is very excited about the start of their school year! Ms. Sue will be returning as our Pre-K
teacher & Ms. Jody will be teaching our 3’s & 4’s class. We are excited to welcome Ms. Lisa as our Aide/
Music/PE/Bible teacher & Ms. Shayla as our Extended Care teacher. Hello Days are on August 20 & 21 and
our first days of school are August 23 & 24. Watch for some photos of our new friends in September.
Please plan on joining our Heritage parents at a Workday on Saturday, August 18 from 9 a.m. to noon. We
will be finishing anything that did not get accomplished on the all church workday, including weeding,
painting playground equipment, washing tables & chairs and outside toys, washing windows and
cubbies. Hope to see you there!

23rd - Ken & Kay Weaver
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5th - Brian Schulte
7th - Meghan O’Banion
10th - Pam Morphew
14th - Elisa Madrid
20th - Henry Patke

August 5

August 12

August 19

August 26

Meditation
Communion Prayer
Closing Prayer
Steve Knisley

Meditation
Communion Prayer
Closing Prayer
Connor Leggett

Servers
*Brad Avery
Cary Richmond
Richard Smith

Servers
*Ken Brown
John Barkley
Richard Reynolds

Servers
*Bill Thurmon
Justin Webb
Bill Reedy

**Bill Thurmon
**Bill Reedy
**Justin Webb
**Ramon Madrid

**Marc Lozano
**Dean Soderstrom
**Brian Schulte
**Shane Glover

**Cary Richmond
**Richard Smith
**Brad Avery

Meditation
Meditation
Communion Prayer Communion Prayer
Closing Prayer
Closing Prayer
Bill Thurmon
Brad Avery
Servers
*Shane Glover
Dean Soderstrom
Marc Lozano
Brian Schulte
**John Barkley
**Ken Brown
**Richard Reynolds

*Team Leader
**Alternates
For those who are shut-in or unable
to attend church services, if you
desire Communion, please contact
the church office and we will make
arrangements to have Communion
brought to you.

Greeters for August
Front Entrance: Bill & Carmen Thurmon
East Side Entrance: Ken & Kay Weaver

2018 Communion Meditation List
Important: If you ar e not going to be in
church serving on your meditation week, please
trade places with another person on the list.
Please contact Becca, in the church office, and
let her know about the change.
The person doing the communion meditation
also does the communion prayer.
August 5 - Steve Knisley
August 12 - Connor Leggett
August 19 - Bill Thurmon
August 26 - Brad Avery

Communion Preparation
for August
August 5th - Linda Avery
August 12th, 19th & 26th - Marsha Brown

Prayer Request

If you have a prayer request, we would love to pray for
you! Members of The Christian Church of Midland are
available thru e-mail contacts to pray on a moments
notice. Please e-mail your request to Becca, the church
secretary, @ beccam@ccofm.com or call her at
432-684-7681. Becca is in the office Monday Thursday, 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. and Friday 8:30 a.m. 11:30 a.m. For prayer requests on Friday afternoons,
evenings and weekends, please call Kay Soderstrom @
432-687-1115 (home) or 432-770-8028 (cell) or you may
e-mail her at soderstrom21@gmail.com

TOPS will be meeting at CCM on Thursday evenings. Our
weighin is 5:30 to 6:30 pm, meeting 6:30 to 7:30. TOPS is a
non-profit weight loss group, very affordable. We are basically
a support group for people who would like to lose weight. We
have both men and women in our group and would be glad for
anyone to visit once with no obligation to join.
For more information
contact Clara Gleghorn (432-694-8643) e-mail address
claragleghorn@outlook.com
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THE OASIS
Christian Church of Midland
2608 Neely
Midland, TX 79705
432-684-7681
Website: www.ccofm.com
Steve Knisley, Minister

Our Sunday Worship Times Are:
9:15 a.m. Refreshments & Fellowship Time
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

•

The Oasis (USPS 343-950) is published monthly
Periodical’s postage paid at Midland, Texas

•

By the Christian Church of Midland, 2608 Neely,
Midland, TX 79705. Subscriptions are FREE.

•

POSTMASTER: send address change to THE
OASIS, 2608 Neely, Midland, TX 79705-7345

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY
1 Mission Meeting

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

2 TOPS

3 Senior Saints
Luncheon

4 CCM & Heritage
Workday

9 TOPS

10

11 Cooking for
Breaking Bread
9:00 a.m.

5:30/Ladies Monthly
Meeting& Renew
Meal 6:00 p.m./
Explorations Study,
6:30 p.m., Youth
Class & Childcare
6 Visitation
6:30 p.m.

7 Adult Bible
Study 9:30 a.m./
Elders Meeting
6:30 p.m.

8 6:00 p.m. ReNew

12 Regular Service

13 Visitation
6:30 p.m./Men
Cooking for Meet the
Teacher @ Fannin
Elementary

14 Adult Bible
Study 9:30 a.m/
Board Meeting @
6:30 p.m.

15 6:00 p.m. ReNew
Meal/6:30 p.m. Explorations Study,
Youth Class &
Childcare

16 TOPS

17 CCM
Rockhounds
Baseball Game
7:00 p.m.

18

19 Regular Service

20 Visitation
6:30 p.m.

21 Adult Bible
Study 9:30 a.m.

22 6:00 p.m. ReNew
Meal/6:30 p.m. Explorations Study,
Youth Class &
Childcare

23 TOPS

24

25 Men’s Breakfast
7:30 a.m. location to
be determined

26 Regular Service

27 Visitation
6:30 p.m.

28 Adult Bible
Study 9:30 a.m.

29 6:00 p.m. ReNew
Meal/6:30 p.m. Explorations Study,
Youth Class &
Childcare

30 TOPS

31

8 Regular Service

Meal/6:30 p.m. Explorations Study,
Youth Class &
Childcare
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