The impeachment fiasco in Washington. Protests continue in Hong Kong. Police officers killed in the
line of duty. Mass shootings throughout the United States. Trade wars with China. Local couple
sentenced to prison for child abuse. Each of the previous statements are actually headlines to news
stories - this past week!
The old statement, “We sure could use some really good news today” is true. The world, our country,
our community, our churches, our families could say the same thing, “We sure could use some really
good news today.” I think that the vast majority of you would say, “Amen.”
I have some good news to share with you. No, I have some great news for you! It might not be new
news, but it is great news! What is amazing is that most of you already know the news! I have to admit
that I am astonished that this great news is not known as much in our culture. Oh, it used to be known
in our culture as much as the story of our founding was known - but it is not known as much anymore
(that is a story for another time)…
I even have some more good news for you. You and I, we can help tell the good news to those who
could “use some really good news today.” We are going to share that good news with this community,
and you can help share that good news! How, you may ask. You can help by bringing some guests with
you on Sunday, December 15, 2019. They, we, and you will hear some good news that morning. News
that can make an eternities worth of difference in their lives. This story, this news, changes lives. It can
change yours - even if you already know it.
The news? I will share part of it with you.
“An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were terrified. But, the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great
joy that will be for all people. Today! In the town of David a Savior has been born to you!!!
That’s just part of the good news - that’s just part of the story. As Paul Harvey used to say, “Now, the
rest of the story.” That begins on Sunday December first.
See you there!

The Christian Church of Midland Exists to Make More and Better Disciples

Series: True Story
Most people know the story of Baby Jesus, or they think they know the story. There is
much more to the story than wise men, angels, stars, mangers and cattle. There was a
reason the Jesus came - there is much more to the story. Make an effort to invite a
friend or two as we look at the real reason that Jesus came into the world. By the way,
studies show that people are more open to “checking out the church story” than any
other story or time of the year. Now is our opportunity to share this amazing story “The Greatest Story Ever Told.”

Date: December
Location: The Sanctuary
You Asked For It. A study of questions that you asked.
There are several questions that Christians have asked – and disagreed on – for
centuries. You ask some of the same questions. During the month of December we
will discuss some of these questions – questions that you may ponder from time to
time. Questions such as: “What is predestination – does God select the saved?” and
“Can a saved person ever be lost again?” Maybe you have a question that you
struggle with and would like to discuss – this class is for you. Invite a friend and
lets tackle some of your spiritual questions.

Ages 3-5 - Bible Stories and Me
Location: Heritage Annex,
Leader: Kay Soderstrom
Grades 1st-3rd - Heartshapers
Location: Heritage Annex
Leader: Elisa Visciano
Grades 4th-6th - Route 52: “Grow Through the Bible”
Location: Room #5
Leader: Crystal Cortes

Children’s Worship: Ages 3 - Elementary Grades
10:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
Location: Heritage Annex
1st Sunday - Kay Soderstrom
2nd Sunday - Marsha Brown/Marcy Schulte
3rd Sunday - Pam Jenkins
4th Sunday - Marsha Brown/Lisa Knisley
5th Sunday - Dawn Handley/Lisa Knisley
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Wednesday Evening ReNew

Tuesday Truth Seekers

6:00 p.m. Meal will be provided every Wednesday
Bible Study 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Location: The Parlor
Instructor: Ken Weaver
Dates: December
Time: Tuesday Mornings
@ 9:30 a.m.
Unafraid
by Adam Hamilton

Wednesday Night Explorations

Fear is a complex emotion. Sometimes it
saves us. More often it robs us of the life
we want. But we can take our lives back.
You'd be hard-pressed to overstate the extent to which fear,
anxiety, and worry permeate our lives today. Fear wreaks havoc
on our relationships and communities. It leads us into making bad
decisions. It holds us back from the very pursuits that promise
fulfillment and joy.
Making matters worse, not a week goes by when some new threat
or calamity isn't dominating the headlines. Why are there so many
tragedies? We wonder, what will happen next?

A Challenge to Our Faith: A Study
of 1-3 John
Did Jesus really die? If He was God
how could this happen? Was there a
real and physical resurrection? Was
Jesus flesh and blood or Spirit and
Vapor? Wednesday evenings at 6:30
p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

Dates: Ongoing
Location: Classroom 1
Instructors: Rotating
Young learners will learn to follow Jesus as they
experience stories from the Gospels. Through a
variety of activities, children will worship, follow,
and tell about Jesus.

As the senior pastor of a large, diverse church in America's heartland, Adam Hamilton has seen the cost of fear up close. When he
surveyed his congregation on how fear affects them, 2,400 people
responded--and what they said was eye-opening. Eighty percent
admitted to living with moderate or significant levels of fear.
Unafraid: Living with Courage and Hope in Uncertain Times is
Reverend Hamilton's insightful and impassioned response.
Drawing on recent research, inspiring real-life examples, and
fresh biblical insight, Hamilton shows how to untangle the knots
we feel about disappointing others, failure, financial insecurity,
loneliness, insignificance, and aging. Then he helps readers
understand and counter fears related to such perils as terrorism,
death, and the apocalypse.
Writing with generosity and intelligence, Hamilton shows how
believer and unbeliever alike can develop sustaining spiritual
practices and embrace Jesus's recurring counsel: "Do not be
afraid." For anyone struggling with fear or wondering how families
and communities can thrive in troubled times, Unafraid offers an
informed and inspiring message full of practical solutions.

Prayer Warriors
Want to become a better prayer?
There is nothing like practice to make us
better - you are invited to participate each
Sunday at 5:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.

Red Letters: Reading The Words of Jesus
Books have been written about Him. Movies about Him are some of the
biggest grossing and most popular movies of all time. All major
religions claim Him in some form or fashion. But few know Him, I mean
truly know Him. The best way to know the truth about Him is to start with
Him and the words that He spoke. The teens are reading the words of
Jesus; you know, the red words. This is a great time to invite your
children, grandchildren and neighborhood children to meet this Jesus.
The teens are open and inviting to others as they read the red words.
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December Senior Luncheon
Our December destination is going to be Abuelo’s. The date is Friday, December 6th. Let’s meet around
11:00 a.m.
Who Will Be In Town The Week of Christmas?
Please let Steve or Becca Know.
Missions Meeting
Wednesday, December 4th - 5:30 p.m.

If you are interested in Missions, please join us!
Meeting takes place in Room #2.

Men’s Breakfast
Saturday, December 7th at 7:30 a.m.
We will meet at CCM in the Fellowship Hall.
Huddle Calendar Planning & Board Meeting
with Meal
Tuesday, December 10 at 6:00 p.m.
A representative from each ministry is asked to
give a brief update on their respective ministries.

Christmas Meal
Sunday, December 15th
The annual Christmas Meal will be on Sunday,
December 15 immediately following the Worship
Service. The turkeys, hams, dressing and gravy
will be provided. Please bring your favorite sides,
salads, rolls, and desserts to share.

Ladies Monthly Meeting

The Ladies Monthly Meeting will be on Wednesday,
December 4th, the 1st Wednesday of the month . The
ladies will meet from 6:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. during the
meal in Room #2. Come and enjoy a time of
fellowship, find out what events are coming up and get
involved. Hope to see you there!

Christmas Photo Booth
We will have a photo booth set up in the Parlor
beginning Sunday, December 1, 2019. If you and
your family would like to have Christmas photos
taken, then this is the place to come. We will take
photos after worship services on December 1,8,
15 and 22.
Breaking Bread Outreach

Saturday, December 14th at 9:00 a.m.
We will be preparing breakfast for the homeless in
Midland. For more information, please contact Cindy
Barkley 432-522-7281 or Dawn Handley 432-210-2793.

Toys for Midland Soup Kitchen
CCM will be collecting $25.00 gift cards, puzzles,
coloring books/crayons, card games, trucks and dolls
for the Soup Kitchen through Wednesday,
December 18th. Please bring them unwrapped.
Please deliver gift cards to Becca in the church office.

By Baptism: Adam Lewis

TOPS will be meeting at CCM on Thursday evenings.
Our weighin is 5:30 to 6:30 pm, meeting 6:30 to
7:30. TOPS is a non-profit weight loss group, very
affordable. We are basically a support group for
people who would like to lose weight. We have both
men and women in our group and would be glad for
anyone to visit once with no obligation to join.
For more information contact
Clara Gleghorn (432-694-8643)
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Box Tops for Education

CCM is collecting Box Tops for Education for Cookson Hills, one of the missions supported by the Christian
Church of Midland. Cookson Hills provides Christ-Centered residential care, education and therapeutic services
for at-risk children ages 5-17. The box tops help provide basic necessities for Cookson Hills. Thanks to everyone
for their contributions. Please place your Box Tops in the basket located at the Welcome Center.

Plastic Grocery Bags

We are collecting plastic grocery bags for the Midland Soup Kitchen. They use the bags for people to take home
bread and bakery goods that have been donated by H.E.B. Please put your bags in the plastic containers in the
Fellowship Hall.

Easy Ways to Help Heritage

There are 2 easy ways that you can help Heritage Preschool. You can bring your empty ink cartridges from your
printer and place them in the basket in the Fellowship Hall located at the Welcome Center. Dana Roepke will
turn these in to Office Depot. Also, whenever you purchase anything at Office Depot, you can give them Dana
Roepke’s home phone number, (432) 687-3726. Credit from your purchases and from the ink cartridges that are
turned in will be put on a reward card for Heritage to use for purchasing items.

Refreshments for Sunday Morning

There is a sign-up sheet on the large bulletin board in the Education Wing for anyone who would like to help provide refreshments on Sunday morning during the fellowship time from 9:15 a.m. - 9:30 a.m., prior to Sunday
School. Muffins, donuts, sweet bread, fruit, etc. or any items that you would like to provide would be great.
December 1 - Dawn Handley
December 8 - Marsha Brown
December 15 - The Knisley’s
December 22 - Kay Soderstrom
December 29 -

Communion Preparation
for December
Marsha Brown

Greeters for December
Front Entrance: Ken & Kay Weaver
East Side Entrance: Crystal Cortes & Eli Hernandez

December 1

December 8

December 15

Meditation
Communion Prayer
Closing Prayer
Conner Leggett

Meditation
Communion Prayer
Closing Prayer
Bruce Sharp

Meditation
Communion Prayer
Closing Prayer
Cary Richmond

Servers
Brad Avery
Cary Richmond
Dean Soderstrom

Servers
John Barkley
Ken Brown
Bruce Sharp
Frank Stapp

Servers
Brad Avery
Cary Richmond
Dean Soderstrom

December 22

December 29

Meditation
Meditation
Communion Prayer Communion Prayer
Closing Prayer
Closing Prayer
Dean Soderstrom
Jim O’Banion
Servers
John Barkley
Ken Brown
Bruce Sharp
Frank Stapp

Servers
Brad Avery
Cary Richmond
Dean Soderstrom
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We had a busy month at Heritage in November. We worked on the letters J, K, and L. We celebrated Thanksgiving with
our Kids’ Thanksgiving Feasts where Ms. Jody’s class were the Pilgrims who prepared fruit salad and Ms. Sue’s class
were the Indians and they prepared cornbread and mashed potatoes. They sat down together for a delicious feast and also
performed poems for their parents.
Thank you to our church members and parents who helped us collect items for Operation Christmas Child. We filled 15
shoeboxes to be sent to children around the world.
December will be busy with Christmas preparations, making gifts for our parents and ending with a fun Christmas party.

Progressive Meal and White Elephant Gift Exchange
Friday, January 3, 2020
6:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
This is a very fun evening of fellowship! Everyone travels to various homes for a Progressive Meal and
finishes up with a White Elephant Gift Exchange. Please sign up on the large bulletin board in the Education
hallway so we will know how many people to plan for and also to indicate what food you would like to
provide for the meal. If you have questions, please contact Kay Soderstrom at (432) 770-8028.

Christian Church of Midland Thank you for the beautiful
flowers honoring our
Grandma Flo.
Love, The Taylor/Reece Family
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Dear CCM Family,
Thank you so much for your
prayers and concerns thru
the illness and passing of my
Dad. The flowers/plant were
very thoughtful as well.
Linda Bradshaw & Jim Frye

Toys for Midland Soup Kitchen
CCM will be collecting $25.00 gift cards, puzzles, coloring books/crayons, card games, trucks
and dolls for the Soup Kitchen through Wednesday, December 18th. Please bring them
unwrapped. Please deliver gift cards to Becca in the church office.
Thank you for your continued support of Faith Promise!
2020 Faith Promise cards are located in the Foyer.
Midland Soup Kitchen - Armando Alvarado (full support missionary)
Dallas Christian College - Colegio Biblico - Guadalupe Christian Camp
Gary & Coby Scott/Turkey - Hippo Valley Christian Mission
Jim & Teri Riley/Honduras - Casas por Cristo
Cookson Hills Christian Ministries

For those who are shut-in or unable
to attend church services, if you
desire Communion, please contact
the church office and we will make
arrangements to have Communion
brought to you.

When we have an emergency, we call 9-1-1. When we
want to dig in our yard, we call 8-1-1. When we need
information, we call 4-1-1. This year we want everyone
who comes to CCM to practice 1-1-1. At a minimum
we want you in:

10,000 Blessings
Please fill out a card for the 10,000
Blessings Project located in the
Education hallway. Have you been
blessed by God? Share it with your
Church Family.

1 hour of worship each week.
1 hour of Bible Study each week.
1 hour of Christian Service each week.

Your “The One”
If you have a prayer request, we would love
to pray for you! Members of The Christian Church of
Midland are available thru e-mail contacts to pray on a
moments notice. Please e-mail your request to Becca, the
church secretary, at beccam@ccofm.com or call her at 432
-684-7681. Becca is in the office Monday - Thursday, 8:30
a.m.- 4:30 p.m. and Friday 8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. For prayer requests on Friday afternoons, evenings and weekends,
please call Kay Soderstrom @ 432-687-1115 (home) or 432
-770-8028 (cell) or you may e-mail her at
soderstrom21@gmail.com
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1 Regular
Service/Prayer
Warriors
5:00 p.m.

2 Visitation
6:30 p.m.

3 Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

4 Mission
5 TOPS
Meeting 5:30
p.m./ Ladies
Monthly
Meeting &
Renew Meal 6:00
p.m./
Foundations
Study, 6:30 p.m.,
Youth Class &
Childcare

6 Senior Saints
Luncheon
11:00 a.m.

7 Men’s
Breakfast
7:30 a.m.

8 Regular
Service/Prayer
Warriors
5:00 p.m.

9 Visitation
6:30 p.m.

10 Bible Study
9:30 a.m./
Huddle
Calendar
Planning &
Board Meeting
w/meal 6:00
p.m.

11 6 :00 p.m.
ReNew Meal/
6:30 p.m.
Foundations
Study, Youth
Class &
Childcare

12 TOPS

13

14 Cooking for
Breaking Bread
9:00 a.m.

15 Regular
Service/Prayer
Warriors
5:00 p.m.

16 Visitation
6:30 p.m.

17 Bible Study 18 6:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
ReNew Meal/
6:30 p.m.
Foundations
Study, Youth
Class &
Childcare

19 TOPS

20

21

22 Regular
23 Visitation
Service/Special 6:30 p.m.
Christmas Eve
Service
5:30 p.m.

24
NO BIBLE
STUDY

26 TOPS

27

28

29 Regular
30 Visitation
Service/Prayer 6:30 p.m.
Warriors
5:00 p.m.

31 Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

THE OASIS
Christian Church of Midland
2608 Neely
Midland, TX 79705
432-684-7681
Website: www.ccofm.com
Steve Knisley, Minister

25
NO BIBLE
STUDY

31 John & Cindy Barkley

7 - Gaberial Hernandez
9 - Ken Weaver
20 - Carmen Thurmon
21 - Christopher Brown
21 - Janet Taylor
25 Susana Alvarado
31 - Kay Soderstrom

Our Sunday Worship Times Are:
9:15 a.m. Refreshments & Fellowship Time
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
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