I received this email from a very good friend and I thought that I would share it with you. By the way the email
had a note that said, “Sounds a bit familiar :)”
Sunday morning is for worship only.
I was talking with a friend of mine who asked me to hold him accountable for a number of things in his life,
among them being church attendance. He gave me permission to call him out when he missed on Sunday
morning. He missed this past Sunday morning. I called him up. "Hey man, I missed you on Sunday. Is everything okay?" "Yeah," he said. "I had a ton of laundry to do. I worked all day Saturday and didn't have any
time to get all my stuff done. “Hmmm… This conversation was not moving in a good direction, because I
could feel the hardcore coach in me rising up. I've always hated excuses and justifications, in both sports
AND faith. "Yeah, that sounds pretty rough," I said. "Sunday morning is a great time for doing stuff you
could do any other time of the day, or week. Or month." "I know, I know, I was being bad," he said dismissively. "Really?" I said. "Don't give me that crap. You told me to hold you accountable on this, so I'm going
to. Let me ask you a question- how many hours are there in one week?" He thought for a minute. "168."
"Yep. You get to worship God with your church family for just one of those per week. 1/168th of your week
to unplug from the rat race, get alone with your church family, and worship the God who gave everything for
you. You only have 52 of those per year,” I continued, "so this is what I need you to do." "What?" he asked.
"I need you to adopt a 'Sunday is for worship only' mentality. It's not a day where you wake up and decide if
worship is one of many things you could possibly do that day. I need you to start thinking of it as a sacred
time- a time that is off-limits to everything else. I need you to start thinking of it like you would a UK basketball game." "A UK basketball game?" he asked. "Yep. I see you on Twitter a few days before each game
posting your expectations, opinions, thoughts, etc, about the Big Blue Nation. You've bought in. You're committed. I would imagine that if you work the entire day before a UK basketball game and had laundry to do,
you wouldn't do laundry instead of watch the game. Why? It could be that because, several days, maybe
weeks, in advance, you decided to watch the game. You spent the days before the game preparing to watch
it." "You need to do the same thing with Sunday morning worship. Decide in advance that Sunday morning is
for worship only. Nothing, and I mean nothing, gets in the way. Worship is not one option among many for
Sunday morning. It is THE option. If you are a Christian, worship with your church family should be one of
the top two or three priorities in your life. Nothing- laundry, sports, laziness, family gatherings, work around
the home- gets your Sunday morning." I realize this is revolutionary. I mean, totally revolutionary. I have
never been challenged in my life to prioritize Sunday morning as for worship only. I have never been challenged to prepare myself in upcoming days for Sunday morning worship. I've never even given it a thought.
However, I'm challenging the Body of Christ to give Sunday morning over to God. And never take it back.
Continued on page 6

The Christian Church of Midland Exists to Make More and Better Disciples

Series: A Long Look At Jesus – An Amazing Friend
“Who is this man? Even the winds and waves obey Him!” That is just one of
the many statements about Jesus. The question of Jesus has raged for 2,000
years. Who is He? Why did He come? What was He like? To some He is a
teacher. Some say that He was a good man. Others say that He was a phony.
Others proclaim that He is the Savior of the world! Over the next several
weeks we will take a long look at Jesus. This is a great opportunity for you
to get back into the habit of regular worship and – as followers of Christ –
this is a great opportunity for you to bring someone to church with you.

Date: July
Location: The Sanctuary
On Earth As It Is In Heaven: A Study of the Sermon on the Mount
His sermon has been studied, memorized and copied more than any sermon ever
preached. The words are challenging and sometimes piercing. However you read
the sermon, Jesus makes it clear that His words should be read as a visible expression of the visible fruit and character development that comes when God’s
sovereign reign is taken seriously. In this sermon Jesus teaches that “being” always precedes “doing.” Come and let’s learn what Jesus means when He teaches
what His followers are.

Ages 3-5 - Bible Stories and Me
Location: Heritage Annex,
Leader: Kay Soderstrom
Grades 1st-3rd - Heartshapers
Location: Heritage Annex
Leader: Elisa Madrid
Grades 4th-6th - Route 52: “Grow Through the Bible”
Location: Room #5
Leader: Crystal Cortes
Jr. High & High School - Proverbs
Location: Room #2
Leader: Marissa Angerer

Children’s Worship - Ages 3 - Elementary Grades
10:30 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.
Location: Heritage Annex
1st Sunday - Kay Soderstrom
2nd Sunday - Marsha Brown/Marcy Schulte
3rd Sunday - Liz Richmond
4th Sunday - Marsha Brown/Lisa Knisley
5th Sunday - Dawn Handley/Lisa Knisley
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Ladies Monthly Meeting
The Ladies Monthly Meeting will be on Wednesday, July 3rd, the 1st Wednesday of the month . The
ladies will meet from 6:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. during the meal in Room #2. Come and enjoy a time of
fellowship, find out what events are coming up and get involved. Hope to see you there!

July Senior Luncheon
Nine seniors enjoyed a terrific luncheon on Friday, June 7th at Abuelo’s Mexican Restaurant. The food was terrific and the service was fast and good. Those in attendance were: Bill &
Carmen Thurmon, , Ken and Kay Weaver, Pam Jenkins, Sue Wray, Eddie Taylor, and Henry
Patke & Maria Freisen. The first Friday in July is over the 4th of July weekend, so we are
moving the July luncheon to the second Friday in July. So mark your calendar for July 12th.
Our July destination is going to be Clear Springs Restaurant. Great onion rings.
Breaking Bread Outreach
Saturday, July 13th at 9:00 a.m.
We will be preparing breakfast for the homeless in Midland. For more information, please contact
Cindy Barkley 432-522-7281 or Dawn Handley 432-210-2793

Men’s Breakfast

Saturday July 27th at 7:30 a.m.
We will meet at CCM in the Fellowship Hall.

H.O.T. Donation Items

Grocery Items
Small Cans of Pringles
Tuna
Vienna Sausage
Drink Mix
Cereal
Ravioli
Noodles
Canned Fruit
Hot Chocolate
EZ Mac & Cheese
Oatmeal
Cans of Soup/Stews/Chili

Snacks
Cracker Jack
Trail Mix
Beef Jerkey/Slim Jim’s
Peanuts
Cookies
Rice Crispy Treats
Popcorn
Gardetto’s/Chex Mix
Cheese/PB Crackers
Fruity Snacks
Sunflower Seeds
Gum/Hard Candy

Toiletries
Toothpaste/Brushes
Deodorant
Foot Powder
Shampoo
Lotion/Sunscreen
Baby Wipes
Razors
Chapstick
Eye Drops
Q-Tips
Bath Gel
Large Cotton Socks

Magazines
Car
Sports
Gun
People
NO!!
Canned Vegetables
Soap Bars
Aerosol Cans
Batteries
Glass Containers

Tuesday, July 23 & Wednesday, July 24 &
Thursday, July 25
6:30 - -8:30 p.m.
Sunday, July 28 -Family Celebration
10:30 a.m. - 12::30 p.m. -Includes Lunch
Join us for our VBS Boot Camp where we will learn
about being a soldier in God’s kingdom and putting on
“The Armor of God” to be ready to join in the fight
against the devil’s schemes. VBS will be based on
Ephesians 6:11-18. In addition, we will be collecting
items for H.O.T. (Honor Our Troops), an
organization that sends care packages to our military.
Please contact Dawn Handley at
dhandley428@yahoo.com if you would be willing to
help or if you have any questions. There will be a
’VBS Celebration’ on Sunday, July 28 and the VBS
attendees and their families will be invited to join us.
There will be a potluck meal immediately following the
Worship Service. The VBS families will be invited to
be our guests at the meal. Please bring your favorite
dish(es) to share with our guests.

For more information or to sign up, go to our
website or come by the church office.

Thank you for helping our service men & women!
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Wednesday Evening ReNew

Tuesday Truth Seekers
Location: The Parlor
Instructor: Ken Weaver
Dates: July 16 - Aug. 20
Time: Tuesday Mornings
@ 9:30 a.m.
the Rock, the Road and the Rabbi
By Kathie Lee Gifford
When she began studying the biblical texts in their original Hebrew and Greek and hiking the ancient paths of Israel, Kathie Lee
discovered a deeper understanding of the Bible and of God Himself.
Follow her as she hikes the land with Rabbi Jason Sobel, Ray
Vander Laan, and others who are trained in the messianic
rabbinical way - and see Jesus' earthly homeland with new
eyes! Features end-of-chapter teachings from Rabbi Sobel.
THE ROCK (Jesus Christ): Hear directly from Kathie Lee about
her life-changing and ever-deepening connection with Jesus, the
Lover of her soul.
THE ROAD (Israel): Explore dozens of ancient landmarks and
historical sites from Israel, the promised land of God's covenant.
THE RABBI (God's Word): Go beyond a "Sunday school" approach to the Bible by digging into the original languages and
deeper meanings of the Holy Scriptures.

6:00 p.m. Meal will be provided every Wednesday
Bible Study 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Explorations
Foundations

Jesus teaches about building your house on a
solid foundation. If our house of faith is not built
on a solid foundation then eventually it will collapse. Simply put, the house will not stand the test
of time, trouble, and persecution. This series is designed to help us build
on a solid foundation. We will cover subjects such as: Why We Believe in
God; Who is Jesus; How does the Holy Spirit Empower Believers; Why
the Bible is Reliable; What Exactly is the Church; What Kind of Church is
This?; What is Tithing?; and several other topics that will help us have a
solid foundation. We will have inserts in Sunday Bulletins so that you can
ask questions that you have about these topics. This series begins on
Wednesday July 10 at 6:30 P.M.

Dates: Ongoing
Location: Classroom 1
Instructors: Rotating
Kids will learn about God, Jesus and other
men & women of the Old and New
Testaments. They will examine the history,
poetry, prophecy and the Good News of God’s
Word. Through age - appropriate, hands-on
activities that are culturally relevant, kids will
investigate God’s plan for His creation and
how it includes everyone.

I am so thankful for your love, support and prayers during these
trying times the last few years. I am so blessed to announce that
Sam and I adopted Jonathyn and Ginny June 17, 2019. It has
been a very stressful time, but as I told the court, it takes a
village to raise children and I am blessed to have an amazing
support system through CCM and Heritage. You have ALL
been such a blessing and I thank you and the Lord for placing
me at CCM. Thank you Again!
Sam, Becca, Jonathyn & Ginny McGill

10,000 Blessings
Please fill out a card for the 10,000
Blessings Project located in the
Education hallway. Have you been
blessed by God? Share it with your
Church Family.

Cookout
The men will be grilling hamburgers and hotdogs for the meal on
Wednesday, July 3rd. Come enjoy a good, old-fashioned cookout as
we celebrate our nation’s independence.

Red Letters: Reading The Words of Jesus
Books have been written about Him. Movies about Him are some of
the biggest grossing and popular movies of all time. All major
religions claim Him in some form or fashion. But few know Him, I
mean truly know Him. The best way to know the truth about Him is
to start with Him and the words that He spoke. This summer the
teens are reading the words of Jesus; you know the red words. This
is a great time to invite your children, grandchildren and neighborhood children to meet this Jesus. The teens are open and inviting
to others as they read the red words.
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Box Tops for Education
CCM is collecting Box Tops for Education for Cookson Hills, one of the missions supported by the
Christian Church of Midland. Cookson Hills provides Christ-Centered residential care, education and
therapeutic services for at-risk children ages 5-17. The box tops help provide basic necessities for
Cookson Hills. Thanks to everyone for their contributions. Please place your Box Tops in the basket
located at the Welcome Center.
Plastic Grocery Bags
We are collecting plastic grocery bags for the Midland Soup Kitchen. They use the bags for people to
take home bread and bakery goods that have been donated by H.E.B. Please put your bags in the plastic
containers in the Fellowship Hall.
Easy Ways to Help Heritage
There are 2 easy ways that you can help Heritage Preschool. You can bring your empty ink cartridges
from your printer and place them in the basket in the Fellowship Hall located at the Welcome Center.
Dana Roepke will turn these in to Office Depot. Also, whenever you purchase anything at Office
Depot, you can give them Dana Roepke’s home phone number, (432) 687-3726. Credit from your
purchases and from the ink cartridges that are turned in will be put on a reward card for Heritage to use
for purchasing items.
Refreshments for Sunday Morning
There is a sign-up sheet on the large bulletin board in the Education Wing for anyone who would like to
help provide refreshments on Sunday morning during the fellowship time from 9:15 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.,
prior to Sunday School. Muffins, donuts, sweet bread, fruit, etc. or any items that you would like to
provide would be great.
July 7 - Dawn Handley
July 14 - Crystal Cortez
July 21 - Eli Hernandez
July 28 - The Knisleys

Your “The One”

When we have an emergency, we call 9-1-1. When we
want to dig in our yard, we call 8-1-1. When we need
information, we call 4-1-1. This year we want everyone
who comes to CCM to practice 1-1-1. At a minimum
we want you in:
1 hour of worship each week.
1 hour of Bible Study each week.
1 hour of Christian Service each week.
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SCHOOL SUPPLY COLLECTIONS FOR MISSION AGAPE
Mission Agape provides weekend sack lunches, school supplies, and Christmas
presents to many needy children and families in Midland.
On the first weekend in August, they hold a School Supply Store where the
kids get to come ‘shop’ for their supplies, including backpacks. These supplies
are provided through donations from individuals and churches.
CCM has joined in collecting supplies. Boxes are available in the Fellowship
Hall for your donations.

Any and all supplies are welcome and greatly appreciated!

How About a FREE Rockhounds Baseball Game
Thanks to Margaret Ryan, we have free tickets to the Rockhounds baseball game on Friday, August 9th at 7:00
p.m. We had approximately 45 folks attend last year. This will be our 7th year of going as a CCM group. A
list will be posted in July so you can indicate how many tickets you will need. The tickets will be distributed
on July 28th and August 4th. This is a great opportunity to meet one another for fellowship and fun. It is also
a great opportunity to invite your ’one’, a friend or a neighbor. Mark your calendars now!
‘Women of Joy’ Conference
September 6-8, 2019 in San Antonia, TX. Information is available on the bulletin board in the Education Hallway.

Guadalupe Men’s Retreat
September 13-15, 2019 More information coming soon.

Guadalupe Women’s Retreat
September 27-29 2019 “Abide”. Information about the retreat is on the bulletin board in the Education Hallway.
Continued from page 1
I'm calling the Body of Christ, people who call themselves Christians, to unapologetically and ruthlessly guard Sunday morning. But
I'm also going to challenge you to step it up even further.
1) Consecrate Saturday evening/night for preparation. Pray for your pastor. He needs it.
2) Also, pray for non-Christian people who are struggling. Pray that they would find their way to your church. Then invite them. Pray
for the Holy Spirit to be powerful at your church the next day. Confess your sins and ask for forgiveness before you leave for
church. Enter the church body as a pure and forgiven person- don't bring unconfessed sin into the church gathering.
4) Get to church early. Don't fly into the church parking lot on two wheels twenty minutes late. Get to the church twenty minutes
EARLY. Spend time before the service praying over each seat- pray for the person who will be sitting there. Pray for the words of
Scripture to comfort and challenge. Pray that the worship time would move them. Pray for your pastor, for the volunteers, for the
children that will be there.
5) Parents, pray for your children. Pray that they would encounter God in a real and relevant way during their time at the church
gathering.
6) Use the bathroom before church. You have one hour of worship- don't miss any of it by having to leave in the middle.
7) Expect the miraculous to happen. Have we so belittled the power of God that we no longer expect miracles when we are together? Expect that a drug-addicted person will experience freedom during that hour. Expect that a struggling marriage will be healed
during that hour. Expect a nonbeliever to submit his or her life to Christ during that hour. Is anything too hard for God to accomplish?
Seen through this lens, Sunday morning takes on an entirely new shape and form. It’s definitely not something that you would miss
so you could do a load of laundry.
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July 7

July 14

Meditation
Communion Prayer
Closing Prayer
Dean Soderstrom

Meditation
Communion Prayer
Closing Prayer
Jim O’Banion

Servers
*Brad Avery
Cary Richmond
Reed Bass

Servers
*Ken Brown
John Barkley
Bruce Sharp

Servers
*Bill Thurmon

Servers
Frank Stapp
Dean Soderstrom

**Bill Thurmon

** Frank Stapp
**Dean Soderstrom

**Brad Avery
**Reed Bass
**Cary Richmond

**John Barkley
**Ken Brown
Bruce Sharp

*Team Leader
**Alternates

For those who are shut-in or unable
to attend church services, if you
desire Communion, please contact
the church office and we will make
arrangements to have Communion
brought to you.

Communion Preparation
for July
Carmen & Bill Thurmon

We already miss our friends from last year! We
are busy at Heritage going through our craft
closet and toys to be ready to see
everyone in August. Mark your calendars to
come help at Heritage for our workday on
Saturday, August 17.
We are really excited for the 2019-2020 school
year. We have a full enrolment with a waiting
list and are also excited for all the staff to be

July 21

July 28

Meditation
Meditation
Communion Prayer Communion Prayer
Closing Prayer
Closing Prayer
Steve Knisley
Brad Avery

Greeters for July
Front Entrance: Bill & Carmen Thurmon
East Side Entrance: Elisa Madrid & Nancy Hernandez

Prayer Request

If you have a prayer request, we would love to pray for
you! Members of The Christian Church of Midland are
available thru e-mail contacts to pray on a moments
notice. Please e-mail your request to Becca, the church
secretary, @ beccam@ccofm.com or call her at
432-684-7681. Becca is in the office Monday Thursday, 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. and Friday 8:30 a.m. 11:30 a.m. For prayer requests on Friday afternoons,
evenings and weekends, please call Kay Soderstrom @
432-687-1115 (home) or 432-770-8028 (cell) or you
may e-mail her at soderstrom21@gmail.com

TOPS will be meeting at CCM on Thursday evenings. Our
weighin is 5:30 to 6:30 pm, meeting 6:30 to 7:30. TOPS is a
non-profit weight loss group, very affordable. We are basically
a support group for people who would like to lose weight. We
have both men and women in our group and would be glad for
anyone to visit once with no obligation to join.
For more information
contact Clara Gleghorn (432-694-8643) e-mail address
claragleghorn@outlook.com
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THE OASIS
Christian Church of Midland
2608 Neely
Midland, TX 79705
432-684-7681
Website: www.ccofm.com
Steve Knisley, Minister

SUNDAY

Our Sunday Worship Times Are:
9:15 a.m. Refreshments & Fellowship Time
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

MONDAY

TUESDAY

29 - Dean & Kay Soderstrom
30 - Bill & Carmen Thurmon

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

1 - Nancy Hernandez
8 - Teresa Clark
18 - Marcy Schulte
22 - Bill Thurmon
26 - Jackie Slaughter

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1 Visitation
6:30 p.m.

2 Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

3 Ladies Monthly 4
Meeting& Renew
Meal 6:00 p.m./
Explorations
Study, 6:30 p.m.,
Youth Class &
Childcare

5

6

7 Regular
Service

8 Visitation
6:30 p.m.

9 Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

10 6:00 p.m.
ReNew Meal/
6:30 p.m.
Explorations
Study, Youth
Class &
Childcare

11 TOPS

12 Senior Saints 13 Cooking for
Luncheon
Breaking Bread
9:00 a.m.

14 Regular
Service

15 Visitation
6:30 p.m.

16 Bible Study 17 6:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
ReNew Meal/
6:30 p.m.
Explorations
Study, Youth
Class &
Childcare

18 TOPS

19

20

21 Regular
Service

22 Visitation
6:30 p.m.

23 Bible Study 24 VBS
9:30 a.m./
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
VBS
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

25 VBS
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

26

27 Men’s
Breakfast
7:30 a.m. CCM
Fellowship Hall

28 VBS
Service &
Potluck Meal

29 Visitation
6:30 p.m.

30 Bible Study 31 6:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
ReNew Meal/
6:30 p.m.
Explorations
Study, Youth
Class &
Childcare

Page 8

