I’m sitting in my office with a pen in my hand and paper on my desk and I have writers block. I have
stared at this paper for about fifteen minutes and I can’t think of one thing to write. Don’t misunderstand
me, I have plenty to write about and I have a lot of things that I need to say - but nothing is clear. This
happens to me when I study for lessons and sermons, so I’m use to this happening. Interestingly, it’s
never happened like this for an article like this.
I wonder, has anything like this ever happened to you? You have things racing in your mind and you
have a lot of things you can say - but it just doesn't come out. I had a wise preacher who once told me that
when that happens just write - write whatever comes to mind. That’s what I’m doing. I have several
things racing through my mind right now. Here are a few of them - the ones I will share anyway. First,
Easter is just a few weeks away and I wonder how many people who attend CCM have seriously thought
about inviting someone to church that day? I wonder how many members of CCM have had meaningful
spiritual conversations during the first two months of 2018? I think about the marriages of family members, friends, and other people that I know - because so many marriages are struggling. I wonder if I’m
“wasting my time” preaching (yes, I know that God promised that His word would not return void).
These are just a few of the things that are racing through my mind as I sit at my desk.
Those thoughts are interspersed with thoughts of thankfulness and gratitude. I’m thankful that God gave
me another opportunity to teach on a mission trip. I’m thankful for the prayers, generosity, and encouragement that I regularly receive from friends and especially CCM members. I’m thankful that I need to
loose a few pounds because that means I have plenty to eat. I’m thankful for an electric bill because that
means I have a house to live in. I’m thankful that I “worry” about attendance in worship, Bible Studies,
and other ministries because that means I still care about the Lord’s work and His Church.
I have rambled for several lines and, to be honest, I still have writers block. Maybe by April it will be
gone and I will have something clear to share. I do want to encourage you to invite “The One” that God
revealed to you, that He wants you to minister to in 2018, to a Spring cookout at your home in March.
See you this Sunday, with a friend,

The Christian Church of Midland Exists to Make More and Better

Sermon Series - March 4th, 2018 - April 1, 2018
Reactions to the Cross: The story of the cross invokes several reactions – always has and
always will. There are hateful reactions, joyful reactions, actions of indifference, and
faithful reactions just to name a few. During this series, we will look at several reactions
to the cross and try to discover which reaction best describes you and me. This would be a
great time to invite The One that you have been praying for in 2018.
Date: March 18
Location: The Parlor
Instructor: Jim O’Banion
“Free to Live for Christ”
Legalism verses Grace.. It has always been a struggle. Come and learn to be set free by the
Grace of Christ.
Date: Begins Sunday, March 4th
Location: The Sanctuary
Isaiah is referred to about 250 times in the New
Testament.
He has one of the most amazing
stories to tell - a unique call to service, walking around “stripped and barefoot for three years”,
speaking to Kings and paupers, and proclaiming hope. Come and join us on this amazing
journey that sounds like our journey.
Dates: March 7th & March 14th
Location: Fellowship Hall
Learn the basics of Outreach and Evangelism during this two session seminar on how to
impact our world for Christ. This is something that 90% of believers want to do but only
10% practice. You will learn to evangelize without being obnoxious.

Sunday Morning Worship Nursery Helpers
1st Sunday - Faye Molone
2nd Sunday - Need Someone
3rd Sunday - Christy Reynolds
4th Sunday - Liz Richmond
5th Sunday - Linda Bradshaw

3 years - Kindergarten Children’s Worship
Teacher & Helper
1st Sunday - Kay Soderstorm - Need Helper
2nd Sunday - Marsha Brown - Marcy Schulte
3rd Sunday - Liz Richmond - Camille Reynolds
4th Sunday - Marsha Brown - Lisa Knisley
5th Sunday - Dawn Handley - Molly Robles

Junior Church 1st - 4th grades
Will meet in the Sanctuary with adults and dismiss
during offering.

Ages 3-5 - Jesus and Me
Location: Heritage Annex,
Leader: Kay Soderstrom
1-3 grade - Life of Jesus
Location: Room 4,
Leader: Sue O’Banion
4-6 grade - God’s Care for Us
Location: Room 5,
Leader: Meghan O’Banion
Jr. High and High School
Location: Room 2,
Leader: Samantha Lozano
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Senior Luncheon
Twelve seniors enjoyed a terrific luncheon at Outback Steakhouse on Friday, February
2nd. Those attending were: Bill & Carmen Thurmon, Ken & Kay Weaver, Sue Wray and her
friend Brit Webb, Faye Malone, Bob & Alma Blazek, Steve & Lisa Knisley, and Pam
Jenkins. Our March destination is going to be The Cotton Patch Restaurant next door to Outback
Steakhouse. See everyone around 11 a.m. on Friday, March 2nd.
Elders Meeting
Monday, March 5th @ 6:30 p.m.

Huddle & Board Meeting with Meal
Tuesday, March 6th @ 6:00 p.m.
A meal will be provided. A representative
from each ministry is asked to come and give
a brief update on their respective ministry.

Missions Meeting
Wednesday, March 7th 5:30 - 6:00 p.m.

Redoing Fellowship Hall Floors
The Fellowship Hall will have the floors redone the week of March 12 - March 16. So, we will
not be able to use the Fellowship Hall that week. We will do a ‘Brown Bag Meal’ on Wednesday, March 14. Everyone needs to bring your own meal and we will meet in the Sanctuary. Please Note: You will not be able to enter through the Fellowship Hall doors. You will
need to enter through the front doors.
Bunko Night
Sunday, March 25th at 5:00 p.m.
We will be meeting in the Fellowship Hall.
Please bring a snack to share.

Men’s Breakfast
Saturday, March 31st at 7:30 a.m.
We will be meeting in the Fellowship Hall.

Easter Service Schedule
Palm Sunday, March 25, 2018 - 10:30 a.m.

Resurrection Sunday - April 1, 2018
Sunrise Service - 7:30 a.m.
Breakfast - 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - 10:30 a.m.
Plan now to attend and bring a friend!
More than Couples Dinner update:
Thank you to everyone who came to our More than Couples Dinner! I believe we all had a great
time with some good fellowship and delicious food prepared and served by Teen Challenge. A
special thanks to those who helped with the set-up, tear-down and decorations. Looking forward
to doing it again next year.
In His Love, Dawn Handley
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Tuesday Truth Seekers
Location: The Parlor
Instructor: Ken Weaver
Dates: Ongoing
Time: Tuesday Mornings @ 9:30 a.m.

Wednesday Evening ReNew
6:00 p.m. Meal will be provided every Wednesday
Bible Study 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Dates: March 7th & March 14th
Location: Fellowship Hall

Learn the basics of Outreach and EvanIn the "Sermon on the Mount"
gelism during this two session seminar
Jesus addresses the practical
on how to impact our world for Christ.
themes of one's attitude and influence, our worship
This is something that 90% of believers
and relationship with God's law, our material posseswant to do but only 10% practice. You
sions, how to treat one's enemies, and many more
will learn to evangelize without being obnoxious.
topics. Join Eddie Parrish, a preacher of the gospel,
Dates: Ongoing
as he walks you through a practical and thorough
Location: Classroom 1
study from Matthew chapters 5-7.
Instructors: Rotating

Ladies Monthly Meeting
The February Ladies Monthly Meeting will be on
Wednesday, March 7th, the 1st Wednesday of the month.
The ladies will meet from 6:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. during the
meal in the Parlor. Come and enjoy a time of fellowship, find
out what events are coming up and get involved. Hope to see
you there!

The Elementary age children at CCM have
started a new Bible Study on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m. "Route 66” is designed to
take the children on a life-changing journey
through each of the 66 books of the Bible. Each week, "Route 66"
will introduce the children to a different book or group of books in
the Bible. They will learn about the author, time frame, the key
people, and the book's purpose. Activity pages and memory verses
will help the children explore the Scriptures further. A Souvenir
Scrapbook serves as a way to remember all of the different stops
and to celebrate the journey.
When this study is completed, each child will have their very own
personal Souvenir Scrapbook which will be a great resource on
reviewing the books of the Bible.

Frontiers is the Mission for March
CHALLENGES EXIST
Regions where Muslims live face some horrendous social justice issues, such as human trafficking, violence,
corruption, lack of education, and poverty. Our fears lead us to believe their transformation is a hopeless
cause, even though we claim to have the hope of the world.
FRONTIER’S RESPONSE
Christians in America have an unprecedented opportunity to partner with Frontiers to transform Muslim societies and eradicate some of the world’s most horrific injustices. By partnering with Frontiers, churches have
sent more than 2000 leaders to reside and plant churches in Muslim communities overseas.
How will you respond? Will you respond? Will you answer the call to a new frontier?
Mission Garage Sale
CCM will have the Annual Mission Garage Sale on Saturday, May 5th. The purpose of the
garage sale is to raise funds for people from CCM who are planning to go on a mission trip. Please keep the garage sale
in mind as you clean out items from your home and are Spring cleaning. We will begin receiving items at CCM for the
garage sale 2 weeks prior to the garage sale April 21st. (Please Note: No Clothing donations.)
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Box Tops for Education
CCM is collecting Box Tops for Education for Cookson Hills, one of the missions supported by The Christian Church
of Midland. Cookson Hills provides Christ-Centered residential care, education and therapeutic services for at-risk
children ages 5-17. The box tops help provide basic necessities for Cookson Hills. Thanks to everyone for their
contributions.
Plastic Grocery Bags
We are collecting plastic grocery bags for the Midland Soup Kitchen. They use the bags for people to take home
bread and bakery goods that have been donated by H.E.B. Please put your bags in the plastic containers in the
Fellowship Hall.
Easy Ways to Help Heritage
There are 2 easy ways that you can help Heritage Preschool. You can bring your empty ink cartridges from your
printer and place them in the basket in the Fellowship Hall. Dana Roepke will turn these in to Office Depot. Also,
whenever you purchase anything at Office Depot, you can give them Dana Roepke’s home phone number,
(432) 687-3726. Credit from your purchases and from the ink cartridges that are turned in will be put on a reward card
for Heritage to use for purchasing items.
Refreshments for Sunday Morning
There is a sign-up sheet on the large bulletin board in the Education Wing for anyone who would like to help provide
refreshments on Sunday morning during the fellowship time from 9:15 a.m. - 9:30 a.m., prior to Sunday School.
Muffins, donuts, sweet bread, fruit, etc. or any items that you would like to provide would be great.
March 4 - Dawn Handley
March 11 - Kay Soderstrom
March 18 - Janet Taylor
March 25 - The Knisley’s

You’re “The One”

When we have an emergency, we call 9-1-1. When we
want to dig in our yard, we call 8-1-1. When we need
information, we call 4-1-1. This year we want everyone
who comes to CCM to practice 1-1-1. At a minimum
we want you in:
1 hour of worship each week.
1 hour of Bible Study each week.
1 hour of Christian Service each week.
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February was a busy month with the letters Q, R, S, T & U, winter one day and summer the next. We had lots
of fun at our Valentine Parties and have been very busy getting ready for our “Going to the Zoo” spring
program. Mark your calendar and come join us on Thursday, March 8th at 7:00 p.m. for a fun night with our
zoo songs!
If you know of anyone who might be interested in attending Heritage, please let them know that although our
classes are already full, we would be happy to put them on our waiting list. Enrollment packets and Parent
Guides are available online at the church website or at the school.

Heritage Spring Program
Thursday, March 8th
7:00 p.m. @ CCM
Plan to come and support Heritage
Preschool and welcome the
Heritage families.
15 - Chris & Pam Morphew
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31 - Sue O’Banion

March 4

March 11

March 18

March 25

Meditation
Communion Prayer
Closing Prayer
Cary Richmond

Meditation
Communion Prayer
Closing Prayer
Dean Soderstrom

Meditation
Communion Prayer
Closing Prayer
Steve Knisley

Meditation
Communion Prayer
Closing Prayer
Brian Weerstra

Servers
*Brad Avery
Cary Richmond
Richard Smith
Quay Clark

Servers
*Need Someone
John Barkley
Richard Reynolds
Ken Brown
Shane Glover

Servers
*Bill Thurmon
Justin Webb
Brian Weerstra
Bill Reedy

Servers
*Need Someone
Brian Schulte
Marc Lozano
Dean Soderstrom

**Cary Richmond
**Quay Clark
**Richard Smith
**Brad Avery

**John Barkley
**Ken Brown
**Richard Reynolds
** Shane Glover

**Bill Thurmon
**Bill Reedy
**Justin Webb
**Brian Weerstra

**Dean Soderstrom
**Marc Lozano
**Brian Schulte

*Team Leader
**Alternates

For those who are shut-in or unable
to attend church services, if you
desire Communion, please contact
the church office and we will make
arrangements to have Communion
brought to you.

Greeters for March
Front Entrance: Bill & Carmen Thurmon
East Side Entrance: Bill & Kim Reedy

2018 Communion Meditation List
Important: If you are not going to be in church
serving on your meditation week, please trade
places with another person on the list. Please
contact Becca, in the church office, and let her
know about the change.
The person doing the communion meditation
also does the communion prayer.
March 4 - Cary Richmond
March 11 - Dean Soderstrom
March 18 - Steve Knisley
March 25 - Brian Weerstra

Communion Preparation
for March
Dawn Handley

Prayer Request

If you have a prayer request, we would love to pray for
you! Members of The Christian Church of Midland are
available thru e-mail contacts to pray on a moments
notice. Please e-mail your request to Becca, the church
secretary, @ beccam@ccofm.com or call her at
684-7681. Becca is in the office Monday - Thursday,
8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. and Friday 8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
For prayer requests on Friday afternoons, evenings and
weekends, please call Kay Soderstrom @
432-687-1115 (home) or 432-770-8028 (cell) or you may
e-mail her at soderstrom21@gmail.com

TOPS will be meeting at CCM on Thursday evenings. Our
weighin is 5:30 to 6:30 pm, meeting 6:30 to 7:30. TOPS is a
non-profit weight loss group, very affordable. We are basically
a support group for people who would like to lose weight. We
have both men and women in our group and would be glad for
anyone to visit once with no obligation to join.
For more information
contact Clara Gleghorn (432-694-8643) e-mail address
claragleghorn@outlook.com
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THE OASIS
Christian Church of Midland
2608 Neely
Midland, TX 79705
432-684-7681
Website: www.ccofm.com
Steve Knisley, Minister

Our Sunday Worship Times Are:
9:15 a.m. Refreshments & Fellowship Time
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

•

The Oasis (USPS 343-950) is published monthly
Periodical’s postage paid at Midland, Texas

•

By the Christian Church of Midland, 2608 Neely,
Midland, TX 79705. Subscriptions are FREE.

•

POSTMASTER: send address change to THE
OASIS, 2608 Neely, Midland, TX 79705-7345

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY
1 TOPS

4 Regular Service

5 Visitation
6:30 p.m./Elders
Meeting 6:30 p.m.

11 Regular Service/ 12Visitation
TIMECHANGE
6:30 p.m.

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

2 Senior Saints
Luncheon

3

6 Adult Bible
Study 9:30 a.m./
Huddle & Board
Meeting with meal
6:00 p.m.

7 Mission Meeting

8 Heritage Spring
5:30/Ladies Monthly Program 7:00 p.m.
Meeting& Renew
Meal 6:00 p.m./
Outreach and
Evangelism Seminar
6:30 p.m., Youth
Class & Childcare

9 TOPS

10

13 Adult Bible
Study 9:30 a.m.

14 6:00 p.m. ReNew
Meal/Outreach and
Evangelism Seminar
6:30 p.m. Youth
Class & Childcare/
FELLOWSHIP HALL
FLOORS BEING
REDONE

15 TOPS

16

17

FELLOWSHIP HALL
FLOORS BEING
REDONE

FELLOWSHIP HALL FELLOWSHIP HALL
FLOORS BEING
FLOORS BEING
REDONE
REDONE

FELLOWSHIP HALL
FLOORS BEING
REDONE

FELLOWSHIP
HALL FLOORS
BEING REDONE

18 Regular Service

19 Visitation
6:30 p.m.

23 Adult Bible
Study 9:30 a.m.

21 6:00 p.m. ReNew
Meal/6:30 p.m.
Explorations Study,
Youth Class &
Childcare

22 TOPS

23

24

25 Palm Sunday/
Bunko Night

26

27

28 6:00 p.m. ReNew
Meal/6:30 p.m.
Explorations Study,
Youth Class &
Childcare

29

30 Good Friday

31 Men’s Breakfast
7:30 a.m.
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