
 

 

The Christian Church of Midland Exists to Make More and Better Disciples 

I started teaching a high school class recently.  To be honest, I like, no I love that class.  The 
class is based upon the questions they have.  The questions are great.  They are challenging.  
Some of the questions that they have asked are questions that people have asked for hundreds of 
years.  Some of the questions are question that their generation asks.  I am not surprised because 
my generation had some questions that were important to us.  I’m sure that your generation had 
some spiritual questions that were important to you. 
 
The class has just a few ground rules.  The first rule is that are no questions that are off limits.  
Second we will look honestly at what the Scripture says about the questions.  We will discuss 
the topics freely.  Finally, we will seek to find out how to apply the answers to our lives.  Those 
are great rules for any class and any age group.  What is impressive is that the class members - 
teenagers- came up with them. 
 
Do you want to know some of the questions that they have asked so far?  If I give some of them 
to you, will you honestly answer them?  Will you think about them?  Keep in mind these are 
some of the questions that your children and grand children are asking.  In my opinion they are 
great questions.  You know, if you think about these questions - you may be able to have a   
meaningful spiritual conversation with them.  Wouldn’t that be great? 
 
Here are some sample questions: 1. How do we know that the Bible is true and trustworthy?     
2. Is there a difference between the Jewish, Christian, and Muslim God?  3.  Why do we believe 
in  Jesus - why is He different from other religious people?  4. What is wrong with same sex       
relationships?  5. Why is there violence/evil in the world?  6. If God is loving then why do  
people suffer? 
 
Great questions aren’t they?  This is just a sample of their questions.  How would you answer 
them?  Please don’t just say; “I just believe it.”  That won’t and shouldn’t fly!  Do you have a 
teenage child or grandchild who would like to join us?  Bring them on Wednesdays. We would 
love to answer some of their questions. 
 
See You Sunday With a Friend, 
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Date: May 
Location: The Sanctuary 
 

Followers of Christ have suffered persecution throughout history. Stolen property, beatings,  
imprisonment and martyrdom have been the fate of countless Christians. And by some reports, Christ's 
followers are being persecuted more than ever in our own day.  
 

For those of us who aren't suffering in these ways, it's hard to imagine the temptations that persecution 
brings. Christians who live in peace and safety often compromise their faith even without threats. But can you imagine how 
tempting it would be to compromise what you believe to protect yourself, your spouse, your children and closest friends from 
serious harm? How could we possibly encourage fellow believers in these conditions?  
 

This was the challenge that faced the author of the book of Hebrews. He wrote to a group of Christians who had suffered in the 
past and were now threatened with even more suffering. They'd done well years ago, but the author of Hebrews feared that they 
might now turn away from Christ to avoid further persecution.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Ages 3-5 - Bible Stories and Me 
Location: Heritage Annex,  

Leader: Kay Soderstrom; Crystal Cortez 
 

Grades 1st-3rd  - Heartshapers  
Location: Heritage Annex 

Leader: Elisa Madrid 
 

Grades 4th-6th  - Answers for Kids  
Location: Room #5  

Leaders: Georgia Pruitt; Connie Stapp 
 

Jr. High & High School - Proverbs 
Location: Room #2 

Leaders: Marissa Angerer 
 

Children’s Worship - Ages 3 - Elementary Grades 
10:30 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. 

 

Location: Heritage Annex 
1st Sunday - Kay Soderstrom 

2nd Sunday - Marsha Brown/Marcy Schulte 
3rd Sunday - Liz Richmond 

4th Sunday - Marsha Brown/Lisa Knisley 
5th Sunday - Dawn Handley/Lisa Knisley 

Series: A Long Look At Jesus – Young And Amazing 
 

Beginning May 12th 
 

“Who is this man? Even the winds and waves obey Him!” That is just one of 
the many statements about Jesus. The question of Jesus has raged for 2,000 
years. Who is He? Why did He come? What was He like? To some He is a 
teacher. Some say that He was a good man. Others say that He was a phony. 
Others proclaim that He is the Savior of the world! Over the next several 
weeks we will take a long look at Jesus. This is a great opportunity for you 
to get back into the habit of regular worship and – as followers of Christ – 
this is a great opportunity for you to bring someone to Church with you.   
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Men’s Breakfast 
Saturday,  May 25th at 7:30 a.m.  

Elders Meeting 

Tuesday, May 14th at 6:30 p.m. 

Missions Meeting 
Wednesday,  May 1st - 5:30 p.m. 

If you are interested in Missions, please join us! 

Breaking Bread Outreach 
Saturday, May 11th at 9:00 a.m.   

We will be preparing breakfast for the homeless in Midland.  For more information, please contact  
Cindy Barkley 432-522-7281 or Dawn Handley 432-210-2793 

Annual Garage Sale 
The annual church garage sale will be on Saturday,  May 4th from 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon.  We 
will need lots of volunteers to get everything ready and also on the day of the garage sale. The 
proceeds go to our Mission Fund to help our church members go on Mission trips.  For more 

information, please contact Kay Soderstrom at (432) 770-8028. 

Ladies Monthly Meeting 
The Ladies Monthly Meeting will be on Wednesday, May 1st the 1st Wednesday of the month . The 

ladies will meet from 6:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. during the meal in the Fellowship Hall.  Come and  enjoy a 

time of fellowship, find out what events are coming up and get involved. Hope to see you there!   

Be watching for more information about CCMs upcoming VBS in July!  We will need lots of 
volunteers to make it a success! 

May Senior Luncheon 
Ten seniors enjoyed a terrific luncheon on Friday, April 5th at Clear Springs Restaurant.  Those in at-
tendance were:  Bill & Carmen Thurmon, John Murphy, Ken and Kay Weaver, Pam Jenkins, Sue Wray, 
Eddie Taylor, and Henry Patke & Maria Freisen. 
 

Our May destination is going to be Olive Garden Restaurant on Friday, May 3rd around 11 - 11:15 
a.m..  Mark your calendar.  

Annual Picnic & Graduation Celebration 
The annual CCM Picnic will be Sunday, May 19th from 5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  The men will be 
grilling hamburgers and hot dogs.  The ladies will be providing sides and desserts.  There will 
be lots of fun games - indoors and outdoors - including: Bingo with prizes; Cornhole; Water 

Balloon Volleyball; Bubbles; An assortment of board games; etc.  In addition, we will be cele-
brating Crystal Cortex’s graduation from Midland High School.  There will be a table set up 

for cards and gift cards for Crystal.  Plan now to come and enjoy a time of food, games and lots 
of fellowship! 

Thank you ALL for your love, support, gifts, cards 
and most of all your continued prayers.  It has been a 
blessing being a part of CCM for the last 10 years! 

Sam, Becca McGill, Jonathyn & Ginny 



 

 

Tuesday Truth Seekers 
 

Wednesday Evening ReNew 
6:00 p.m. Meal will be provided every Wednesday 

Bible Study 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
 

Wednesday Night Explorations 
Acts: The Gospel Unleashed 
One person argues, “It’s about singing on  
Sunday. If the music isn’t good then I haven’t 
worshiped.” “No, it’s about the children’s  
Ministries,” another exclaims. Still another will 
proclaim, “No! It’s about helping the poor.” 

And the arguments go on, endlessly. You have your view of what 
the church should be and do. We all have a view. Do you want to 
know the true purpose of the Church? This study is for you.   Make 
time to study as we learn how to Unleash the Gospel. 

 

Dates: Ongoing  
Location:  Classroom 1 
Instructors:  Rotating 
Kids will learn about God, Jesus and other 
men & women of the Old and New  
Testaments.  They will examine the history, 
poetry, prophecy and the Good News of God’s 
Word.  Through age - appropriate, hands-on 
activities that are culturally relevant, kids will 
investigate God’s plan for His creation and 
how it includes everyone. 
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Location:  The Parlor 
Instructor:  Ken Weaver 
Dates: May 
Time: Tuesday Mornings @ 9:30 a.m.  

 

The New Testament You Never Knew  
By N.T. Wright & Michael Bird 

 

Do you know the real story behind the 
New Testament? We all share a  
fascination for discovering ‘the rest of the 

story.’ We enjoy learning the behind-the-scenes facts about 
seemingly familiar events. In this video Bible study, well-known 
Bible scholars N.T. Wright and Michael F. Bird team up to take 
you on a tour of the story behind the explosive story of the New 
Testament. You will discover things you never knew about Jesus’ 
baptism and journey into the wilderness, the meaning behind his 
parables and miracles, the significance of his death and  
resurrection, the incredible expansion of the early church into the 
Greco-Roman world, and how the transforming mission of Jesus 
can still turn the world upside down today. Through reading the 
New Testament we continually discover that God indeed keeps 
His promises, but those promises don’t always look like what  
people expected. Especially when it comes to Jesus. So, come 
join the journey with N.T. Wright and Michael Bird and they will 
help you understand the New Testament you never knew.  

WHO WE ARE 

We began building homes along the U.S. / México border in 1993, first in Ciudad Juárez. We have since expanded to Ciudad Acuña, 
México; San Raymundo, Guatemala; and Santiago, Dominican Republic. To date, we have provided over 5,000 families with homes. 
We are dedicated to meeting the physical need of better housing as a way of also meeting the spiritual need for Jesus Christ. 
 

Our Missionaries 
Casas por Cristo is primarily comprised of support-based missionaries. Each staff missionary is responsible for raising the majority of 
their salary. Most support comes in the form of donations from friends, family, churches, and team members. In addition to leading 
teams of volunteers through the building process, staff missionaries are responsible for administrative duties that allow the ministry to 
function. 
 

Our Pastors’ Board 
The Casas por Cristo Pastors Boards are comprised of nearly 150 pastors who live and work in México, Guatemala, and the Domini-
can Republic. These dedicated pastors meet monthly to worship together, encourage one another, and submit home applications for 
approval. Each pastor is personally responsible for visiting with the recipient family before and after they receive a home. This pro-
cess is an opportunity to spread the Gospel and make disciples. 

Mid-Week High School Group 
 

You are invited to be part of an exciting new group at CCM. 

The group is made up of High School aged young adults that 

meets each Wednesday at 6:30 P.M. in Rooms 3 & 4. We 

have not named the class yet – we are waiting on you to help 

us name it. The group will discuss questions from the    

members. If you are a High School student with questions, 

then this group is for you!  

https://casasporcristo.org/locations/juarez-mexico-mission-trips/
https://casasporcristo.org/locations/acuna-mexico-mission-trips/
https://casasporcristo.org/locations/acuna-mexico-mission-trips/
https://casasporcristo.org/locations/guatemala-mission-trips/
https://casasporcristo.org/locations/dominican-republic-mission-trips/
https://casasporcristo.org/our-story/missionaries/
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Plastic Grocery Bags  
We are collecting plastic grocery bags for the Midland Soup Kitchen.  They use the bags for people to 

take home bread and bakery goods that have been donated by H.E.B.  Please put your bags in the plastic 
containers in the Fellowship Hall. 

 Box Tops for Education 
CCM is collecting Box Tops for Education for Cookson Hills, one of the missions supported by the  

Christian Church of Midland.  Cookson Hills provides Christ-Centered residential care, education and  
therapeutic services for at-risk children ages 5-17.  The box tops help provide basic necessities for  

Cookson Hills. Thanks to everyone for their contributions.  Please place your Box Tops in the basket  
located at the Welcome Center. 

Easy Ways to Help Heritage 
There are 2 easy ways that you can help Heritage Preschool.  You can bring your empty ink cartridges 
from your printer and place them in the basket in the Fellowship Hall located at the Welcome Center.  

Dana Roepke will turn these in to Office Depot.  Also, whenever you purchase anything at Office  
Depot, you can give them Dana Roepke’s home phone number, (432) 687-3726.  Credit from your  

purchases and from the ink cartridges that are turned in will be put on a reward card for Heritage to use 
for purchasing items. 

Refreshments for Sunday Morning 
There is a sign-up sheet on the large bulletin board in the Education Wing for anyone who would like to 

help provide refreshments on Sunday morning during the fellowship time from 9:15 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.,  
prior to Sunday School. Muffins, donuts, sweet bread, fruit, etc. or any items that you would like to  

provide would be great. 
   

May 5 - Dawn Handley 

May 12 - Marissa Angerer 

May 19 - Kay Soderstrom 

May 26 - Marsha Brown 

When we have an emergency, we call 9-1-1.  When we 

want to dig in our yard, we call 8-1-1.  When we need 

information, we call 4-1-1.  This year we want everyone 

who comes to CCM to practice 1-1-1.  At a minimum 

we want you in:  

1 hour of worship each week. 

1 hour of Bible Study each week. 

1 hour of Christian Service each week. 

Your “The One” 
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7 - Dean Soderstrom 

10 - Danny Pruitt 

17 - Jim O’Banion 

26 - Ken Brown 

24 Cary & Liz Richmond 

We had a fun month at Heritage during April!  We celebrated Easter with a visit from the Easter Bunny and 
enjoyed our Easter Egg Hunts, parties and cascarones.   Our caterpillars arrived and we are watching them 

grow and grow and grow, just like in the book.  They have made their chrysalis (aka cocoons) and will emerge 
soon as beautiful butterflies. There are only a couple weeks left of school!   The children are working hard on 
their presents for our Parent Tea on May 6 & 7.   Our last days of school are May 9 & 10.  We are hoping for 

hot weather for our Splash Day fun! 
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       Prayer Request 
If you have a prayer request, we would love to pray for 
you!  Members of The Christian Church of Midland are 

available thru e-mail contacts to pray on a moments 
notice.  Please e-mail your request to Becca, the church 

secretary, @ beccam@ccofm.com or call her at  
432-684-7681.  Becca is in the office Monday -  

Thursday, 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. and Friday 8:30 a.m. - 
11:30 a.m.  For prayer requests on Friday afternoons, 

evenings and weekends, please call Kay Soderstrom @  
432-687-1115 (home) or 432-770-8028 (cell) or you 

may e-mail her at soderstrom21@gmail.com 

May 5 May 12 May 19 May 26 

Meditation 

Communion Prayer 

Closing Prayer 

Dean Soderstrom 

Meditation 

Communion Prayer 

Closing Prayer 

Jim O’Banion 

Meditation 

Communion Prayer 

Closing Prayer 

Steve Knisley 

Meditation 

Communion Prayer 

Closing Prayer 

Brad Avery 

Servers 
*Brad Avery 

Cary Richmond 
Reed Bass 

 
 
 

**Bill Thurmon 
 

*Team Leader 
**Alternates 

Servers 
*Ken Brown 
John Barkley 
Bruce Sharp 

 
 
 

** Frank Stapp 
**Dean Soderstrom 

 
 

Servers 
*Bill Thurmon 

 
 
 

**Brad Avery 
**Reed Bass 

**Cary Richmond 

Servers 
Frank Stapp 

Dean Soderstrom 
 
 
 
 

**John Barkley 
**Ken Brown 
Bruce Sharp 

 

Communion Preparation  

for May 

Marsha Brown 

Greeters for May 

Front Entrance: Bill & Carmen Thurmon 

East Side Entrance:  Ken & Kay Weaver 

2019 Communion Meditation List 
 

Important:   If you are not going to be in 
church serving on your meditation week, please 
trade places with another person on the list.  
Please contact Becca, in the church office, and 
let her know about the change. 
 

The person doing the communion meditation 
also does the communion prayer. 
 

May 5 - Dean Soderstorm 

May 12 - Jim O’Banion 

May 19 - Steve Knisley 

May 26 - Brad Avery 

TOPS will be meeting at CCM on Thursday evenings.  Our 
weighin is 5:30 to 6:30 pm, meeting 6:30 to 7:30.  TOPS is a 

non-profit weight loss group, very affordable.  We are basically 
a support group for people who would like to lose weight.  We 
have both men and women in our group and would be glad for 

anyone to visit once with no obligation to join.   
For more information  

contact Clara  Gleghorn (432-694-8643) e-mail address  
claragleghorn@outlook.com  

 
For those who are shut-in or unable 

to attend church services, if you 
desire Communion, please contact 
the church office and we will make 
arrangements to have Communion 

brought to you.   

mailto:claragleghorn@outlook.com


 

 

THE  OASIS 
Christian Church  of  Midland 
2608 Neely 
Midland, TX 79705 
432-684-7681 
Website: www.ccofm.com 
Steve Knisley, Minister 

Our Sunday Worship Times Are: 
9:15 a.m. Refreshments &  Fellowship Time    
9:30 a.m. Sunday School             
10:30 a.m. Worship Service 
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• The Oasis (USPS 343-950) is published monthly 

Periodical’s postage paid at Midland, Texas 

• By the Christian Church of Midland, 2608 Neely, 

Midland, TX 79705.  Subscriptions are FREE. 

• POSTMASTER:  send address change to THE 

OASIS,  2608 Neely, Midland, TX 79705-7345 

   1 Mission Meeting 

5:30/Ladies Monthly 
Meeting& Renew 
Meal 6:00 p.m./  
Explorations Study, 
6:30 p.m., Youth 
Class &  Childcare 

2 TOPS 3 Senior Saints 
Luncheon 

4 Annual Garage 
Sale 

5 Regular Service 6 Visitation 
6:30 p.m. 

7 Bible Study 9:30 
a.m. 

8 6:00 p.m. ReNew 

Meal/6:30 p.m.   
Explorations Study, 
Youth Class &  
Childcare 

9 TOPS 10  11 Cooking for  
Breaking Bread  
9:00 a.m. 

12 Regular Service/
Mother’s Day 

13 Visitation 
6:30 p.m. 

14 Bible Study 
9:30 a.m./Elders  
Meeting 6:30 p.m. 

15 6:00 p.m. ReNew 
Meal/6:30 p.m.   
Explorations Study, 
Youth Class &  
Childcare 

16 TOPS 
 
 
 

17 18 

19 Regular Service/
Annual Picnic & 
Graduation      
Celebration for 
Crystal Cortez 

20 Visitation 
6:30 p.m. 

21 Bible Study 
9:30 a.m. 

22 6:00 p.m. ReNew 
Meal/6:30 p.m.   
Explorations Study, 
Youth Class &  
Childcare 

23 TOPS 24 25 Men’s Breakfast 
7:30 a.m. CCM 
Fellowship Hall/ 

26 Regular Service 
 
 
 

27  Visitation 
6:30 p.m./Memorial 
Day 

28  Bible Study 
9:30 a.m. 

29 6:00 p.m. ReNew 
Meal/6:30 p.m.   
Explorations Study, 
Youth Class &  
Childcare 

30 TOPS 31  

     SUNDAY       MONDAY        TUESDAY      WEDNESDAY     THURSDAY        FRIDAY          SATURDAY 


