Do you remember the old song that the church used to sing, “Count Your Blessings?” That
song came to my mind as I considered this month’s Preachers Pen. I thought about it
because of this month - November. November is the month when our culture pauses and
gives thanks (at least we should).
I have several reasons to be thankful. First, I am thankful for being American. I know that
our culture has several challenges- brought on by us! Nevertheless, I am thankful that, despite all of our challenges, I feel blessed to live here. God has given us so many freedoms
and opportunities in our culture. For that, I am thankful.
Another reason that I am thankful is because of my mother. She was born in November.
November 30, 1935 to be exact. I am more thankful for her now than ever before. Mom
was a great example of grace, forgiveness, and faithfulness. She had a simple faith - one that
I admire. To be honest, I wish that I had her faith. She was faithful to her family to a fault.
Please don’t get me wrong, she was not a push-over or naive. She had standards - high
standards - but she was forgiving, gracious, and loyal. I miss her.
My wife, Lisa, and I were married in November. I’m thankful, but you’ll have to ask Lisa!
I’m thankful for such a wonderful woman who said yes to being my wife. I am blessed because she continues to support, encourage, and push me to be better. Simply put, I am
thankful that my best friend happens to be my wife. Thank you Lisa.
I am also thankful for being the child of a loving, gracious, merciful, and compassionate
Father. God has been - and continues to be - so gracious. I am thankful for His mercies.
I am thankful that “He who began a good work in me will be faithful to complete it.” I, for
the life of me, do not understand why God hasn’t given up on me. Scripture does say, “who
can know the mind of God?”
Well, I have rambled enough this month. I do want to encourage you to “count your
blessings, name them one by one, and you will see what the Lord has done.” Be thankful.
See You Sunday, with a friend,

The Christian Church of Midland Exists to Make More and Better Disciples

Series: A Long Look At Jesus – His Church Is...
“Who is this man? Even the winds and waves obey Him!” That is just one of the
many statements about Jesus. The question of Jesus has raged for 2,000 years.
Who is He? Why did He come? What was He like? To some He was a teacher.
Some say that He was a good man. Others say that He was a phony. Others
proclaim that He is the Savior of the world! Over the next several weeks we will
take a long look at Jesus. This is a great opportunity for you to get back into the
habit of regular worship and – as followers of Christ – this is a great opportunity
for you to bring someone to church with you.

Date: November
Location: The Sanctuary
You Asked For It. A study of questions that you asked.
There are several questions that Christians have asked – and disagreed on – for
centuries. You ask some of the same questions. During the month of November we
will discuss some of these questions – questions that you may ponder from time to
time. Questions such as: “What is predestination – does God select the saved?” and
“Can a saved person ever be lost again?” Maybe you have a question that you
struggle with and would like to discuss – this class is for you. Invite a friend and
lets tackle some of your spiritual questions.

Ages 3-5 - Bible Stories and Me
Location: Heritage Annex,
Leader: Kay Soderstrom
Grades 1st-3rd - Heartshapers
Location: Heritage Annex
Leader: Elisa Visciano
Grades 4th-6th - Route 52: “Grow Through the Bible”
Location: Room #5
Leader: Crystal Cortes

Children’s Worship: Ages 3 - Elementary Grades
10:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
Location: Heritage Annex
1st Sunday - Kay Soderstrom
2nd Sunday - Marsha Brown/Marcy Schulte
3rd Sunday - Pam Jenkins
4th Sunday - Marsha Brown/Lisa Knisley
5th Sunday - Dawn Handley/Lisa Knisley
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Tuesday Truth Seekers

Wednesday Evening ReNew

6:00 p.m. Meal will be provided every Wednesday
Bible Study 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Location: The Parlor
Instructor: Ken Weaver
Dates: November
Time: Tuesday Mornings
@ 9:30 a.m.
How Happiness Happens
By: Max Lucado

Wednesday Night Explorations

In a world searching for happiness, bestselling author Max Lucado
provides a personal plan for a life filled with lasting and fulfilling
joy, supported by Jesus’ teaching and modern research.
Do you feel happy?
How long has it been since you felt a level of contagious, infectious, unflappable, unstoppable happiness? Maybe your answer
is, “All the time.” If so, God bless you! (And consider suggesting
this book to someone who needs it.) For many of us the answer
is, “Well, it’s been a while. I used to be happy, but then life took its
toll.”

A Challenge to Our Faith: A Study
of 1-3 John
Did Jesus really die? If He was God
how could this happen? Was there a
real and physical resurrection? Was
Jesus flesh and blood or Spirit and
Vapor? Wednesday Evenings at 6:30
p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

Dates: Ongoing
Location: Classroom 1
Instructors: Rotating
Young learners will learn to follow Jesus as they
experience stories from the Gospels. Through a
variety of activities, children will worship, follow,
and tell about Jesus.

Only one-third of Americans surveyed said they were happy. How
can this be? Education is accessible to most. We’ve made
advancements in everything from medicine to technology, yet 66
percent of us can’t find an adequate reason to check the “yes” box
on the happiness questionnaire.
Worldwide, people profess that happiness is their most cherished
goal. Marketers get this. “Want to be happy?” they ask. Eat at this
restaurant, drive this car, wear this dress. Happiness happens
when you lose the weight, get the date, find the mate, or discover
your fate. It’s wide, this way to happiness. Yet, for all its promise,
it delivers a fragile joy; here one day, tomorrow scattered by the
winds of comparison, disappointment, or unmet expectations.
Max writes, “There is another option. It requires no credit
card, monthly mortgage, or stroke of fortune. Age and ethnicity
aren’t factors...an unexpected door to joy.”
In this book Max shares the unexpected path to a lasting happiness, one that produces reliable joy in any season of life. Based
on the teachings of Jesus and backed by modern research, How
Happiness Happens presents a surprising but practical way of
living that will change you from the inside out.

Prayer Warriors
Want to become a better prayer?
There is nothing like practice to make us
better - you are invited to participate each
Sunday at 5:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.

Red Letters: Reading The Words of Jesus
Books have been written about Him. Movies about Him are some of the
biggest grossing and most popular movies of all time. All major
religions claim Him in some form or fashion. But few know Him, I mean
truly know Him. The best way to know the truth about Him is to start with
Him and the words that He spoke. The teens are reading the words of
Jesus; you know, the red words. This is a great time to invite your
children, grandchildren and neighborhood children to meet this Jesus.
The teens are open and inviting to others as they read the red words.
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November Senior Luncheon
Five seniors enjoyed a terrific luncheon on Friday, October 4th at Cattle Baron Restaurant. Those in attendance were: Ken & Kay Weaver, Sue Wray, and Henry Patke & Marie Freisen.
Our November destination is going to be Abuelo’s. The date is Friday, November 1st. Let’s meet around
11:00 a.m.
Last Minute Work Day
Saturday, November 9th
8:00 a.m. - 12 Noon

Elders Meeting
Tuesday, November 5th - 6:30 p.m.
Missions Meeting
Wednesday, November 6th - 5:30 p.m.

If you are interested in Missions, please join us!
Meeting takes place in Room #2.

Ladies Monthly Meeting

The Ladies Monthly Meeting will be on Wednesday,
November 6th, the 1st Wednesday of the month . The
ladies will meet from 6:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. during the
meal in Room #2. Come and enjoy a time of
fellowship, find out what events are coming up and get
involved. Hope to see you there!

Breaking Bread Outreach

Saturday, November 9th at 9:00 a.m.
We will be preparing breakfast for the homeless in
Midland. For more information, please contact Cindy
Barkley 432-522-7281 or Dawn Handley 432-210-2793.

Who Will Be In Town The Week of Christmas?
Please let Steve or Becca Know.
Men’s Breakfast
Saturday, December 7th at 7:30 a.m.
We will meet at CCM in the Fellowship Hall.

Carmen and I want to thank the CCM congregation for the gift you gave to us during
my surgery in Fort Worth. It is very much
appreciated and we love you all. I still need
prayers for my liver surgery in November,
and my back problems. Bill & Carmen

TOPS will be meeting at CCM on Thursday evenings.
Our weighin is 5:30 to 6:30 pm, meeting 6:30 to
7:30. TOPS is a non-profit weight loss group, very
affordable. We are basically a support group for
people who would like to lose weight. We have both
men and women in our group and would be glad for
anyone to visit once with no obligation to join.
For more information contact
Clara Gleghorn (432-694-8643)

‘Dollar Days’ for The Children’s Home of Lubbock
CCM will be collecting dollars for The Children’s Home
of Lubbock on Sunday, November 3rd . $1.00 feeds a
child one meal. $3.00 will feed a child for a whole
day. $21.00 will feed a child for a whole week. $93.00
will feed a child for a whole month. Please prayerfully
consider donating to help feed the children.
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Box Tops for Education

CCM is collecting Box Tops for Education for Cookson Hills, one of the missions supported by the Christian
Church of Midland. Cookson Hills provides Christ-Centered residential care, education and therapeutic services
for at-risk children ages 5-17. The box tops help provide basic necessities for Cookson Hills. Thanks to everyone
for their contributions. Please place your Box Tops in the basket located at the Welcome Center.

Plastic Grocery Bags

We are collecting plastic grocery bags for the Midland Soup Kitchen. They use the bags for people to take home
bread and bakery goods that have been donated by H.E.B. Please put your bags in the plastic containers in the
Fellowship Hall.

Easy Ways to Help Heritage

There are 2 easy ways that you can help Heritage Preschool. You can bring your empty ink cartridges from your
printer and place them in the basket in the Fellowship Hall located at the Welcome Center. Dana Roepke will
turn these in to Office Depot. Also, whenever you purchase anything at Office Depot, you can give them Dana
Roepke’s home phone number, (432) 687-3726. Credit from your purchases and from the ink cartridges that are
turned in will be put on a reward card for Heritage to use for purchasing items.

Refreshments for Sunday Morning

There is a sign-up sheet on the large bulletin board in the Education Wing for anyone who would like to help provide refreshments on Sunday morning during the fellowship time from 9:15 a.m. - 9:30 a.m., prior to Sunday
School. Muffins, donuts, sweet bread, fruit, etc. or any items that you would like to provide would be great.
November 3 - Dawn Handley
November 10 - Georgia Pruitt
November 17 - The Knisley’s
November 24 - The Knisley’s

Communion Preparation
for November
Marsha Brown

November 3

November 10

Meditation
Communion Prayer
Closing Prayer
Jim O’Banion

Meditation
Communion Prayer
Closing Prayer
Steve Knisley

Servers
Brad Avery
Reed Bass
Henry Patke
Cary Richmond

Servers
Ken Brown
John Barkley
Bruce Sharp
Frank Stapp

Greeters for November

Front Entrance: Ken & Kay Weaver
East Side Entrance: Brad & Linda Avery

November 17

November 24

Meditation
Meditation
Communion Prayer Communion Prayer
Closing Prayer
Closing Prayer
Brad Avery
Frank Stapp
Servers
Henry Patke
Brad Avery
Reed Bass
Cary Richmond

Servers
Dean Soderstrom
Frank Stapp
John Barkley
Bruce Sharp
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October has been a very busy month for us. We have learned about the letters
F, G, H, I & J. We had a visit from the Midland Fire Department and learned
about fire safety. And, we had fun at Heritage Sunday visiting the church and
singing our songs. Then we ended the month with Story Book pumpkins and
our "Let's Pretend" party. We are looking forward to our Kids’ Thanksgiving
Feast in November!
Square Tissue Boxes
The Heritage Teachers are collecting the square tissue boxes to use for graphing with our students. Please save your boxes for us!
Operation Christmas Child
Operation Christmas Child sends shoe boxes to children throughout the world
who don’t receive any Christmas presents. Please send small items to help
Heritage Preschool fill some of these shoe boxes for preschool age
children. You can send items for either a girl or a boy. Check out their
website or the list in the Fellowship Hall for gift ideas and guidelines for
children ages 2-4 years old. Please have the shoe box items to church by
November 20 or to Heritage by November 22.

Progressive Meal and White Elephant Gift Exchange
Friday, January 3, 2020
6:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
This is a very fun evening of fellowship! Everyone travels to various homes for a Progressive Meal and
finishes up with a White Elephant Gift Exchange. Please sign up on the large bulletin board in the Education
hallway so we will know how many people to plan for and also to indicate what food you would like to
provide for the meal. If you have questions, please contact Kay Soderstrom at (432) 770-8028
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Midland Soup Kitchen Ministry provides a
free, hot home-cooked meal Mon- Fri from
11:30am-1:00pm. They feed anyone God
sends through their doors. John 21:17.
Their Mission Statement is to feed the hungry
with a free home cooked meal and also,
Spiritually through preaching.

Faith Promise Sunday
Sunday, November 10th, Gonzalo Flores,
President/Director of Colegio Biblico will be
here to share with us. There will be a Potluck Meal immediately following the Worship Service.

Please continue to pray for the Faith Promise Rally coming in November! Thank you for
your continued support of Faith Promise!
Midland Soup Kitchen - Armando Alvarado (full support missionary)
Dallas Christian College - Colegio Biblico - Guadalupe Christian Camp
Gary & Coby Scott/Turkey - Hippo Valley Christian Mission
Jim & Teri Riley/Honduras - Casas por Cristo
Cookson Hills Christian Ministries

For those who are shut-in or unable
to attend church services, if you
desire Communion, please contact
the church office and we will make
arrangements to have Communion
brought to you.

When we have an emergency, we call 9-1-1. When we
want to dig in our yard, we call 8-1-1. When we need
information, we call 4-1-1. This year we want everyone
who comes to CCM to practice 1-1-1. At a minimum
we want you in:

10,000 Blessings
Please fill out a card for the 10,000
Blessings Project located in the
Education hallway. Have you been
blessed by God? Share it with your
Church Family.

1 hour of worship each week.
1 hour of Bible Study each week.
1 hour of Christian Service each week.

Your “The One”
If you have a prayer request, we would love
to pray for you! Members of The Christian Church of
Midland are available thru e-mail contacts to pray on a
moments notice. Please e-mail your request to Becca, the
church secretary, at beccam@ccofm.com or call her at 432
-684-7681. Becca is in the office Monday - Thursday, 8:30
a.m.- 4:30 p.m. and Friday 8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. For prayer requests on Friday afternoons, evenings and weekends,
please call Kay Soderstrom @ 432-687-1115 (home) or 432
-770-8028 (cell) or you may e-mail her at
soderstrom21@gmail.com
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

SATURDAY

1 Senior Saints
Luncheon

2

8

9 Workday 8:00
a.m. - 12 Noon/
Cooking for
Breaking Bread
9:00 a.m.

3 Regular
Service/Prayer
Warriors 5:00
p.m.

4 Visitation
6:30 p.m.

5 Bible Study
9:30 a.m./
Elders Meeting
6:30 p.m.

10 Faith
Promise Rally/
Potluck/Prayer
Warriors
5:00 p.m.

11 Visitation
6:30 p.m.

12 Bible Study 13 6:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
ReNew Meal/
6:30 p.m.
Foundations
Study, Youth
Class &
Childcare

14 TOPS

15

16

17 Regular
Service/Prayer
Warriors
5:00 p.m.

18 Visitation
6:30 p.m.

19 Bible Study 20 6:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
ReNew Meal/
6:30 p.m.
Foundations
Study, Youth
Class &
Childcare

21 TOPS

22

23

26 Bible Study 27 No Bible
9:30 a.m.
Study

28 NO TOPS

29

30

24 Regular
25 Visitation
Service/Prayer 6:30 p.m.
Warriors
5:00 p.m.

THE OASIS
Christian Church of Midland
2608 Neely
Midland, TX 79705
432-684-7681
Website: www.ccofm.com
Steve Knisley, Minister

6 Mission
7 TOPS
Meeting 5:30
p.m./ Ladies
Monthly
Meeting &
Renew Meal 6:00
p.m./
Foundations
Study, 6:30 p.m.,
Youth Class &
Childcare

FRIDAY

Our Sunday Worship Times Are:

17 Steve & Lisa Knisley
20 Jim & Sue O’Banion

1 Chris Morphew
15 Armando Alvarado
20 Dana Roepke
26 John Barkley
29 Kay Weaver

9:15 a.m. Refreshments & Fellowship Time
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
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